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Church fights to keep 
post offices open 



THE Church of England is campaigning hard 
to keep post office services alive in the Thames 
Valley. 

The Archdeacons of Berkshire, Buckingham 
and Oxford are encouraging all the clergy and 
churchgoers in the Oxford Diocese to get 
involved in the current consultations on sub- 
post office closures. 

The Diocese of Oxford, which covers the 
three counties of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire, includes sizeable rural areas 
where post office services are particularly 
vital. Currently, almost half of rural post 
office customers aged over 65 rely on their 
local provider to claim their pension and ben- 



'Partnerships between the local 
church and the post office are 
one way of keeping these 
services available' Karen Gorham 



efit payments and 80 per cent use their post 
office at least once a week. 

The Post Office is now engaged in a consulta- 
tion process which is expected to result in a sig- 
nificant number of closures. Just last month the 
consultation document for West Berkshire was 
published outlining the closures of 14 branches. 

‘Post offices provide valuable services to the 
community,’ says the Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, the Venerable Karen Gorham. 
‘Where they are under threat, partnerships 
between the local church and the post office are 
one way of keeping these services available. 

‘There are examples of post offices opening 



up inside church buildings in a number of dio- 
ceses and there is no reason why churches in 
this diocese shouldn’t follow that example. 

‘It is good use of our church buildings and 
gives them wider community use, as long as 
we can tackle issues such as security and flex- 
ibility. At the very least, churches should be 
discussing this option with their local commu- 
nities and with post office officials.’ 

Announcements about planned closures in 
Oxfordshire, Slough and Buckinghamshire are 
to follow in the next six months. 

Canon Glyn Evans, the Diocesan Rural 
Officer, is concerned about the continuing ero- 
sion of local facilities in rural communities. ‘The 
Church is active in promoting access to local 
facilities for local people including post offices.’ 

‘There are already a number of examples of 
rural churches working with other community 
organisations to help provide outreach servic- 
es and campaigning on behalf of those who 
need them,’ he said. 

In some instances where closures are being 
proposed, customers will be directed to nearby 
branches. However, in some places, distance or 
lack of transport could make this difficult for 
many pe&ple. 

The Venerable Julian Hubbard, Archdeacon 
of Oxford, says: ‘Those who will be most 
affected are the young and the old, those on 
lower incomes, people with disabilities and 
carers. The Church cares about these people.’ 

The Venerable Norman Russell, Archdeacon 
of Berkshire, says: ‘Local people are consider- 
ing these closures very carefully, and they will 
be responding if they feel they will be disadvan- 
taged by having valuable services taken away.’ 



REFLECTIONS ON CATHEDRAL LIFE: Christ Church is staging an exhibition of photographs 
depicting a year in the life of the Cathedral, taken by KT Bruce. The photos include the inaugura- 
tion of the Bishop of Oxford, and daily life in Cathedral and college. See page 3 for more details. 





2 



THE DOOR : FEBRUARY 2008 



News 



In brief 




Fernham has won £90,000 lottery money to transform the church to 
make it suitable for community use. photo Richard Hancock 



Fernham 
bid wins 
vote 

PUBLIC voting power has secured 
an exciting future for a Victorian 
church building in Fernham, Vale 
of the White Horse. 

The parish of Longcot with 
Fernham has always been imagi- 
native in its fundraising to turn St 
John the Evangelist into a multi- 
use building for the whole com- 
munity. Last year they produced a 
popular calendar of Fernham’s 
menfolk in the style of the WI 
Calendar Girls. 

But the decision to enter the 
recent annual National Lottery 
TV competition ‘People’s 
Millions’ has fast-tracked the 
project to the point where their 
plans can now become a reality, 
netting them £90,000. 

The Revd Richard Hancock, 



church’s 

popular 

Area Dean, said the grant from 
the National Lottery Fund was 
the highest that could be awarded 
by the programme, and the deci- 
sion about which projects 
received the money was decided 
entirely by viewers’ votes. 

‘The day that our project was 
going to be screened saw all of us 
madly emailing everyone we 
could to ask them to vote. And 
lots of them must have responded 
because we won. 

‘The great thing was that at the 
end of the week the public could 
vote again to award money to any 
of the projects that didn’t win the 
first time, and the city centre proj- 
ect that lost out to us in our pro- 
gramme received the money it 
needed. So we didn’t take any- 



thing away from anyone.’ 

Back in Fernham, Project 
Inspires led by Neil Sutherland is 
hoping to have St John’s up and 
running as a community building 
by the end of 2009. 

Mr Hancock said: ‘The parish 
doesn’t have a proper community 
hall at the moment. Just a pub. St 
John’s is the perfect solution. It’s 
already home to a number of 
groups such as a book club, film 



club and bands, as well as 
remaining a place of worship, but 
it needs work to make the build- 
ing far more adaptable and hos- 
pitable. We plan to add a kitchen 
and loo, moveable pews, and a 
car park among other things. 

‘The whole community has 
been wonderful in getting behind 
the project, and now we have to 
thank the wider public as well for 
their support! 




Record 42 confirmation candidates at Aylesbury 

On Epiphany Sunday a record 42 candidates were confirmed by Bishop Alan Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham at St Mary’s Church, 
Aylesbury. The Team Rector, Revd Shane Wood said, ‘The church was packed with family and friends to celebrate this special occasion.’ 
All the candidates were from the Team ministry. The age range of the service spanned from a baby presenting for baptism to a 90 year old 
candidate for confirmation. Bishop Alan said on his blog (www.bishopalan.blogspot.com): ‘The whole place was heaving, but with a real 
sense that the light that shone over the stable is now shining in and through people’s lives — pure joy, real hope.’ 
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Passion resources 

The BBC are to broadcast a mini series 
before Easter telling the story of The 
Passion. An information pack has been 
approved which the Churches Media Council 
is planning to make available in the New 
Year to churches and other groups. The 
CMeC will also be drawing up a 
group of speakers who are equipped to 
engage in public debate around the 
series. Regionally, the Churches' Media 
Trust for Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire will also be sending out 
information to all church leaders, youth, 
mission and outreach workers of all 
denominations across the diocese. 



Cathedral visits 2008 

Booking forms for Parish Visits to Christ 
Church Cathedral are now available to 
download from the Christ Church website: 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk (look for 'Visitor 
Information' and 'Parish Groups'). 

Forms will also be sent out in the next 
Bishops Mailing. 



New Liberal network 
created in diocese 

A new network has been established within the 
Oxford Diocese called Affirming Liberalism. It 
aims to do just what its title suggests, affirm- 
ing what the Church of England says about 
itself on its own website; namely that the 
Church of England is 'a comprehensive 
Church. ..which has been enriched by the co- 
existence within it of three broad traditions, the 
Evangelical, the Catholic and the Liberal'. It 
goes on to say that the 'the Liberal tradition 
has emphasized the importance of the use of 
reason in theological exploration. It has 
stressed the need to develop Christian belief and 
practice in order to respond creatively to wider 
advances in human knowledge and understand- 
ing and the importance of social and political 
action in forwarding God's kingdom.' 
(www.cofe.co.uk.) 

To this end Affirming Liberalism, which is 
open to all ordained and lay Christians, is seek- 
ing to reclaim the word liberal from the prefix 
'woolly', the term that is often associated with 
Christian liberalism! The network does not 
intend to be another focus for disunity within 
the church, and has adopted a strapline 
'Building Bridges Not Barriers'. It is to be a 
space where free and creative conversations can 
take place with those of different perspectives. 

Its inaugural day conference will be at Trinity 
College Oxford on 9 February. The speakers are 
Rev Canon Professor Keith Ward of Gresham 
College, and formerly Oxford University, one of 
the Church of England's most influential the- 
ologians, and also the Revd Dr Mark Chapman, 
vice-principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 
Further details about the network and booking 
forms for the conference can be found on its 
website, www.affirming-liberalism.org.uk 

is the Berkshire artist 
Penny Warden's paint- 
ing of the Resurrection 
(pictured left), the life- 
size original of which 
hangs permanently in 
Blackburn Cathedral, 
and the study for which 
is on permanent loan in 
the chapel of St Luke's 
Hospital for the Clergy 
in London. 

Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of the DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01844 840285. 
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Feature 



Inspiring faith through art 



The story of how a school, a church centre and a 
cathedral are using original art work to celebrate 
and reflect on faith. 



VISITORS to the new Church Centre at St 
James Church, Gerrards Cross, are being 
invited to pause for thought as they look at 
the specially commissioned artwork there. 

Rector, the Revd Canon Paul Williams, said 
that the artwork reflected the reason for the 
new building, which was to draw people near- 
er to God: ‘What we were hoping for was an 
artistic piece of work to reflect the purpose of 
the building and to speak powerfully to every- 
one using the centre, from members of the 
Church family to people just beginning to 
explore faith. We didn’t just want a picture 
that would be looked at, but something that 
would draw people in and give them cause for 
reflection.’ 

Artist Mark Prescott, who has worked with 
churches before, chose the Psalms as his sub- 
ject. Basing his piece on cuneiform clay tablets 
and other sources where writing is inscribed 
on clay or stone, he has created 12 oak boxes 
with ceramic insets inscribed with phrases 
from the Psalms from creation through to cru- 
cifixion and resurrection, finishing with wor- 
ship and praise. 

The artwork, installed in November, has 
already created interest from visitors to the 
centre, says Mr Williams. 

Over at Ashbury Church of England 
School, in the Vale of the White Horse, pic- 
tures have again been used to capture the 
school’s faiths. The school commissioned 
well-known local artist Paul Forsey to work 
with pupils to create a mosaic for their new 
buildings last year. 

The resulting artwork, which now takes 
pride of place in the foyer, reflects the school’s 
Christian heritage and commemorates the 
230th anniversary of Thomas Stock who, in 
1777, set up the first Sunday School in 





England in Ashbury. 

Paul and the children have also included 
three local landmarks which lend their names 
to the school’s classes, and also the school 
motto ‘We Care’. 

Ashbury’s former head teacher Russell 
King, who initiated the project, told the 
DOOR that the original idea was to depict 
‘what makes Ashbury School special?’ 
Everyone was delighted with the resulting art- 
work which encapsulated the history and 
ethos of the school and would be a talking 
point for visitors for many years to come. 

He said the school chose Paul because he 
was a local artist with a deep belief in art and 

'We didn't just want a picture 
that would be looked at, but 
something that would draw 
people in and give them cause 
for reflection' 

the church. As well as a major commission 
from the Oxford Diocese to produce 23 paint- 
ings derived from readings from the New 
Testament (which led to an accompanying 
book published by BRF in 2004), his work 
has been exhibited in Diocesan Church 
House, Douai Abbey, York Minster and Wells 
Cathedral among others. He is based in 
Newbury. 

Christ Church Cathedral is hosting an exhibi- 
tion starting this month taking an in-depth 
look at its own daily life through the eyes of a 
camera lens. 

2007 was an action packed year for the 
Cathedral. The highlight of the year was per- 
haps the Inauguration of the Bishop of 
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Oxford in June but many other events took 
place including the dedication of the glass 
doors, the Cathedral Open Day in September, 
the Installations of two new canons and the 
visit by the Archbishop of Canterbury to cele- 
brate 25 years of Helen House. 

K T Bruce photographed the year’s events 
on behalf of Choir, Cathedral and College. An 
exhibition based on her photographs, called 
‘A Year in the Life of Christ Church 
Cathedral’, opens on 29 February in the 
North Transept and will be on show until late 
summer. 



'Nails' by Mark Prescott is inscribed with Psalm 22 and pictured above the Ashbury mosaic. 
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TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
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Come, Holy Spirit! 



Could It 
Be You? 

a day exploring God’s 
call to ministry 
and mission 

Saturday 1st March 2008 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 

Details on our website 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
Telephone: 01865 274205 
Email: admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
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Lent Focus 



Lent is a time for reflection and 



Over the centuries many rituals and 
traditions have become a part of Lent, 
the period leading up to Easter itself. 
Starting on Ash Wednesday, the forty days 
of denial and reflection begin on 6th 
February this year. Within the western 
Christian tradition the forty days do not 
include Sundays, which are 
still celebrated as the resurrection of the 
living Lord. At its beginnings in the fourth 
century church, Lent was originally seen 
as a time of preparation for those who 
were to be baptised during the Easter 
Vigil. As these people were being received 
into a living community of faith the existing 
members were also expected to prepare 
to receive them. The forty days remind us 
of the forty days Christ spent in the 



wilderness where he too was put to temp- 
tation. There have been many develop- 
ments over the years and Lent today 
offers many challenges and opportunities 
for Christians to reflect on their faith. This 
can be done through individual study and 
reflection, through group events and work- 
shops or even organised retreats. Many 
publishers offer guides for this central part 
of the Church calendar and there are also 
various forms of retreat on offer for those 
able to take ‘time out’ from their regular 
pattern of life. 

The tradition of giving up something for 
Lent has developed from the period of 
fasting as exercised by the early church, 
although many see it as a time for charita- 
ble works and thinking of others. Many 



churches have now developed a tradition 
for a single day of fasting and collecting 
funds for less fortunate peoples abroad 
others will organise simple meals of soup 
and bread again an act of penitence. 
Typing the word ‘Lent’ into the search 
engine on your web connection can bring 
up many fascinating pages full of informa- 
tion, and whilst an understanding of the 
past is useful in understanding this annual 
event, a determination to be actively 
involved in some form of activity of study 
or reflection is the most creative path that 
a Christian is likely to take this year. Whilst 
it may begin in just a few weeks time, 
there is still time to decide how you can 
approach Lent and become more involved 
this year. For all, Lent is first and foremost 



learning 

a time of prayer and penance. It is a time 
to seek forgiveness of sins and seeking 
God’s grace. Whilst Lent can be seen as a 
period of grief, it leads to the Christian 
celebration of Easter. 



Reoginga Edition 

Choral music by Dal Strutt for Easter 

ALLELUIA: a medieval inspired ‘popular’ setting of the resurrection story. 
S.T.B. with Djembe/S.D. accompaniment 
Duration 4 minutes. Price £4 

From darkness to light. ‘WILDERNESS’ S.A.T.B. a cappella. 

A searing comment on humanity’s propensity for evil. 

Would suit concert performance by an adventurous choir. 

Duration 10 minutes. Price £5 
NUNC DIMITTIS: S.A.T.B. a cappella with baritone solo. 

Duration 3 minutes. Price £1.25 
All prices inclusive UK p&p 
Happy to provide sample copy on request, 
reduction for bulk orders. 

Roeginga Edition, 27 Dunedin Road, 

Rainham, Essex. RM13 8LA 

Tel: 01708 520779 Email: 106664.2024@compuserve.com 




Your First Stop for Christian Books this Lent is 



Official Bookshop of 
the Church of England 



CHURCH HOUSE 



BOOKSHOP 



Order online at www.chbookshop.co.uk or phone 020 7799 4064 L?^ 7 ^S^S^bSop.co. uk 
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A [)C 1 am a UK tax P a y er and 1 want The Mission to Seafarers to treat the enclosed donation, and 

any donations I have made since 6 April 2000, from the date of this declaration as Gift Aid 
until I notify you otherwise. 



Signature: Date / /2008 

Please make cheques payable to The Mission to Seafarers and return the coupon with payment to: 
The Mission to Seafarers, St Michael Paternoster Royal, College Hill, London, EC4R 2RL 

I wish/do not wish (delete as appropriate) to receive information about The Mission to Seafarers 

Name ... 

Address 

- Postcode TD0208 



Your kitchen cupboard 
would look like this all year 
round if it wasn't for 
seafarers bringing us over 
90% of our everyday needs. 




Caring for seafarers 
around the world 

Registered charity no: 212432 



Losses at sea, piracy and abandonment are just 
some of the dangers facing seafarers today. 

For over 150 years, The Mission to Seafarers has 
been providing practical help to seafarers 
whatever their faith or nationality. Today we 
have a presence in 230 ports around the world. 

Help us to support seafarers who help you 
live your everyday lives 

To make a donation please complete the 
coupon left and send to: The Mission to 
Seafarers, St Michael Paternoster Royal, 

College Hill, London EC4R 2RL. 

For more information you can also use the 
coupon or call on 020 7248 5202, email 
fundraising@missiontoseafarers.org or visit 
our website at www.missiontoseafarers.org 
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God in the life of. . . 



Michael Wenham was diagnosed five years ago with the terminal 
degenerative condition, Motor Neurone Disease. It is a condition 
made famous by Stephen Hawking, and by the euthanasia campaign- 
er Diane Pretty among many others. Michael is still preaching 
weekly in Stanford in the Vale, West Oxfordshire and Rebecca 
Paveley went to meet him and his wife, Jane. 




Ministering 
through weakness, 
spreading joy 



‘ILLNESS has relieved me of the weight of 
expectation which vicars often suffer 
from.’ 

Michael Wenham is absolutely serious 
when he says this, and there is a sense that 
he does indeed find some liberation in this 
terrible illness, some freedom for soul if not 
body, which is often nowadays strapped in 
a wheelchair. But he obviously expects 
quite as much from himself in terms of his 
ministry as ever and still preaches at least 
once or week or leads services. His voice, 
which is affected by his condition, is much 
stronger when he preaches, his wife Jane 
says. 

When he was first diagnosed, the then 
Bishop of Reading, Bishop Dominic, told 
him that ministering out of weakness may 
prove more powerful than he realised. The 
testimonies of many of his congregation 
prove that these words were prophetic: they 
unite in telling me that Michael’s continuing 
ministry is an inspiration to them all. 

Seeing his weaknesses allows people to 
open up more than they normally would, 
admits Michael. 

‘Often we think of ourselves as omni-com- 
petent, but when God allows you to be utter- 
ly weak, people see that actually you do not 
have to be omni-confident to serve him. 

‘People are much more open about them- 
selves since my illness. One of my real 
prayers for the church is that people, what- 
ever their history, should come and be loved 
and accepted for who they are.’ 

He has no idea how long he may survive 

'‘Having seen people healed, 

I am convinced that God is 
able to do the impossible. 
What has been really helpful 
is that God is constantly 
showing in small ways that 
he is caring for me. I know 
that I am in safe hands/ 



with this illness, having already outlived his 
specialist’s early diagnosis of two to four 
years. 

Recently, he tipped his wheelchair over in 
the high street in Stanford, an accident that 
left him in great pain, unable to walk and 
forced to sleep downstairs. 

A friend with whom he had holidayed in 
Italy three years before phoned shortly 
afterwards. On that holiday she had been 
given a picture, a message from God about 
him but she would not share it at the time, 
Michael says. 

‘She phoned up and Jane told her what 
had happened and she then shared with us 
the picture she had been given that night; it 
was me sleeping downstairs and God saying, 
clearly, ‘Do not be afraid’.’ 

Jane said: ‘I found that really helpful, if we 
had heard about that picture three years ago 
we would have thought the worst, but actu- 
ally we needn’t have: Michael is just starting 
walking again a bit. I have found God faith- 
ful, that he will never leave or forsake us.’ 

I ask Michael whether he believes he may 
be healed, and whether he is praying for 
healing. Some in the village are waiting for a 
miracle to happen and are praying for one, 
says Jane. But Michael says he isn’t praying 
for a miracle in that way. 

‘Having seen people healed, I am con- 
vinced that God is able to do the impossi- 
ble. What has been really helpful is that 



God is constantly showing in small ways 
that he is caring for me. I know that I am in 
safe hands.’ 

I ask if there is a tension between believing 
that God can heal him, and accepting the 
usual, terminal nature of his illness. 

He says not: ‘But I’m not looking forward 
to the way most people with motor neurone 
disease die, which is by suffocation as the 
lung muscles stop working.’ 

His answer sounds very down to earth — 
unafraid - but he insists he isn’t always so 



calm. 

‘When I told the church my diagnosis, I 
completely broke down and howled like a 
child. There was silence at first, then one of 
the women started praying out loud, a 
prophetic praying.’ 

I ask if he feels angry - at God, at his con- 
dition. But his answer is full of love: ‘God is 
good - nothing I have experienced has 
shown me otherwise. Being ill has made me 
think that God is much bigger than I 
realised, that his love is much more pro- 



found and mysterious and that it will all 
make sense in the end. 

‘I believe God allows events to have their 
consequences. If you walk across the road 
without looking, and get knocked over, it is 
not God hitting you for being a sinner, it is 
God who picks you up afterwards. 

‘Everyone has to face their own mortali- 
ty and I feel it is a privilege to face up to 
mine. I wouldn’t want things any other 
way: I wouldn’t want to be insulated from 
what other people go through.’ 

Being ill has also given him space to enjoy 
life. 

‘One of the lovely things about being ill is 
having time to enjoy the life you have - 1 love 
watching the chickens in the garden, or look- 
ing at the sunset. When I’m stuck here and I 
can’t do anything else, you really do begin to 
see things in all their beauty. 

‘God is amazing,’ he says. 

He is writing a book about his condition, 
a book full of self-deprecating humour and 
warmth. Indeed, my visit to the vicarage was 
full not so much of the serious conversation 
that we did also manage to have, but of 
laughter. Humour is one very evident way 
Michael and Jane are dealing with life and 
illness - and it is catching. 

Jane admits, frankly: ‘I’m amazed actually 
at how it has been ok. God has kept bringing 
bits of encouragement.’ 

They have four grown-up children and 
telling them the diagnosis was very difficult. 
Michael muses that it must be harder for 
family than it is for him, in some ways. 



'Everyone has to face their 
own mortality and I feel it is 
a privilege to face up to 
mine. I wouldn't want things 
any other way: I wouldn't 
want to be insulated from 
what other people go 
through'. 



‘Jane is my arms and legs, she is the real 
hero,’ he says. 

I ask Jane if it is hard for her to watch 
Michael degenerate and whether she feels 
helpless. She is refreshingly honest: ‘I’m a 
very active person, I couldn’t have coped 
with it as Michael has.’ 

If his parishioners - churchgoers and non- 
churchgoers alike - find Michael inspiring, 
the couple evidently draw strength from 
them, too. 

Michael says: ‘I don’t think of people in 
the church as parishioners - they are all 
friends. And a lot of people in the church 
are hurting too. I have an amazing, loving 
congregation. 

‘I’m aware of the village as a whole 
watching me. Non-churchgoers come up to 
me and say, ‘don’t give up vicar, we don’t 
want to lose you’.’ 

He smiles, and we watch the chickens 
scratch around the garden, as it starts to get 
dark. I feel tremendously lucky to have spent 
a couple of hours with Michael Wenham - 
and I wonder who has unburdened them- 
selves more, him or me. 

But when I get an email from him later 
that evening, it is him who is thanking me. 

He has thought of one last thing he’d like 
to say: ‘I think the only thing I’d add is the 
amazingness of being loved when you’re 
useless, by God. It would be a poor world 
without it.’ 
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Reader offer 



Inspiring teaching for the 
body of Christ from 
Rod Anderson 
(Prayer for the Nations) 




INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
8 teaching CD’s RRP = £28 
OFFER PRICE £26 



Listen to a sample 
www.thestorehouseuk.com 



Overview: 

Many people are unaware of what was really 
brought to them in the coming of Jesus Christ. 
His “free gift” to us of His grace, has yet to be 
unwrapped. The grace of God is ultimately a 
dangerous topic as many have abused the 
truth of the freedom we have in Christ and 
made it into an excuse for loose 
living. The truth remains that God’s intent is; 
that through the revelation of His goodness 
towards us in Christ, our hearts would melt 
and desire Him. People do not get free from 
sin, by the preaching of sin alone. It is the 
strength of knowing His grace rather, that 
empowers a believer to say no to sin. We 
must be delivered from sin consciousness and 
be awakened unto our right-standing with 
God. This series of teaching will open your 
heart wide to see the Father’s gift to His 
children. To listen to a sample, please go to 
www.thestorehouseuk.com 

Rod Anderson 

Rod is best known for his 
uncompromising and direct 
| message of renewing the mind 

fj to God’s Word. His desire is to 

see be,ievers released into the 
Hk fullness of God’s plan for their 

™ lives. His ministry is one of 
developing an intimacy with the Father through 
a life of prayer and communion with the Holy 
Spirit. A trademark of his ministry is the humour, 
and clarity, with which the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is communicated. Born in Southern 
California he has lived in Great Britain since 
1983. He came to Britain as Director of a Bible 
school in London and soon pioneered a church 
where he was Pastor for three years. He also 
served as European Director of Edwin Louis 
Cole Ministries. 



Please send me copy(ies) of the 8CD 

set All This Goodness at the special introductory 
price of just £26 incl P&P per set. I enclose 

a cheque for £ made payable to 

Cornerstone Vision. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Rev/Other 

First Name 

Surname 

Address 



Post Code 

Email 

Please note that orders should be despatched within 7 
days of receipt but may take longer. 

Cornerstone Vision and Prayer for the Nations would like 
to keep in touch via post and email with you with news 
and other offers. Please tick this box if you do not wish to 
be added to our mailing list. □ 

Send to: All This Goodness Offer, FREEPOST 
SWB40727, Plymouth PL3 4ZZ rvn9nflTn 



People & places 

Six new deacons 
ordained this Epiphany 



The Bishop of Reading/ the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell ordained 
six new deacons this Epiphany in 
a service at Reading Minster. 
They introduce themselves to the 
Diocese below: 

Graham Hartwell 

I have been married to Ann for 35 years and 
have two daughters and three grandchildren. 

As a member of Christ Church, Flackwell 
Heath, where I will be serving as an OLM, I am 
encouraged by the high priority given to pro- 
moting Christian family life and values within a 
richly diverse congregation. 

Caroline Robinson 

My background is in research and strategy 
development. My particular interests include 
Islam, meeting spiritual needs both within and 
completely outside of the church and issues of 
equality in the church. I will be serving my title 
as a self-supporting Assistant Curate for the 
West Woodhay Benefice and Kintbury with 
Avington parish. 

Anne Bell 

I am an LLM in the Shrivenham and Ashbury 
Benefice where I am happy to be serving my 
title. 

After retiring from Occupational Health, I 
studied with the SAOMC and more recently at 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon. I am widowed, have 
three married children and two granddaughters. 




Bishop Stephen pictured centre with (from 
left to right) Hugh Boorman; area director of 
ordinands Revd Canon Christine Redgrave; 
Anne Bell; Revd Antonia Cretney, retreat con- 
ductor and preacher for service; Revd Canon 
Andrew Meynell, area director of ordinands in 
Bucks; Graham Hartnell; Caroline Robinson; 
Bruce Keeble. 



Bruce Keeble 

I came to Britain in 1945. I then worked in 
Lloyds of London, preceeding 47 years in 
Baptist ministry, including 11 responsible for 
pastoral training in Regent's Park College, 
Oxford. I am married to Mavis, we have three 
children and two grandchildren. I help in the 
Chilton and Harwell parishes. 

Hugh Boorman 

I am married to Lindsey and we have four boys 
- Stephen, Jonathan, Michael and Daniel. I 
have been a Church Army Evangelist for 14 
years and remain the minister in charge of the 
Ladygrove Church, Didcot (an Anglican/Baptist 
LEP) in the parish of All Saints. 



Bishop blesses BRF's new offices 



by Sally Jarman 

FOR the first time in its 85-year history the 
Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) owns its 
own premises, in the Vineyard, Abingdon. 

The modern offices, close to the heart of 
the South Oxfordshire town, were officially 
opened in December by the Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard, who 
blessed the ministry of the organisation. 

BRF began publishing daily Bible readings 
from St Matthew’s Church, Brixton in 1922. 
Today it helps people all over the world to 
grow in their Christian discipleship through 
regular Bible reading and prayer, with Bible 
reading notes, books, Quiet Days, training 
events and workshops for individuals, 
groups and churches of all denominations. 

Committed to engaging with people of all 
ages, BRF’s popular children’s ministry, 
Barnabas, was recently joined by 
Foundations21, a web-based lifelong learn- 
ing Christian discipleship resource. Messy 



Church is another new initiative reaching 
out to families on the fringe of the church 
community. 

Until recently the organisation has rented 
premises. But it hopes that having its own 
offices, with 50 per cent more space, will 
equip it to develop its ministry even further 
in the future. 

Surrounded by staff and trustees at the 
official opening, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester and chairman of the 
BRF Council, called the purchase ‘a monu- 
mental move that would see the Fellowship 
continue to go from strength to strength’. 

The Bishop of Oxford said it was wonder- 
ful to have an organisation with such a noble 
history as BRF in the heart of the diocese. 

Describing the Bible as of infinite eternal 
value, he thanked all involved for handling 
its ministry with great imagination. 

To find out more about the publications 
and resources of BRF, including Barnabas, 
see www.brf.org.uk 



Handbell ringers’ ministry to elderly 



bv Jane Manlev 

ST James’ Finchampstead Handbell Ringers 
were delighted to receive an award of £8,856 
from the National Lottery. This sum, com- 
bined with a grant from the Reading-based 
Berkshire Community Foundation, makes 
possible the purchase of additional bells and 
music, and much needed portable equip- 
ment - enabling the team to take its music to 
the wider community in particular to the 
elderly, and those with learning disabilities. 

Take it from here 2008 is a ‘Caring for 



our community’ initiative led by the St 
James’ Finchampstead (Berkshire) handbell 
group. Leader Meg Hostler said: ‘The cam- 
paign was born from our first experience of 
playing bells at a local care home for the eld- 
erly. None of us will ever forget the impact 
our music had - how the old people 
responded to the sound of the bells. Thanks 
to the National Lottery, our hope to visit a 
minimum of one care home, day centre, 
sheltered housing group, each month from 
the beginning of 2008 will now become 
reality.’ 




Eco-column 



AT this time of the year many of us start 
thinking about booking our summer holi- 
days. For some, the exciting prospect of a 
couple of weeks in sunnier climes may be 
tempered by a feeling of some guilt over 
the greenhouse emissions we will cause by 
flying. But does being green necessarily 
mean giving up foreign travel? 

Last summer my wife and I went to 
Italy for our holiday - by train. At around 
the time you are reading this, we will be 
taking a short break in northern Spain, 
also by rail. Yes, it is slower and more 
expensive than flying, but if you search 
for the best deals and take into account 
check-in times and travel to and from air- 
ports, the differences in both cost and 
time can be less than you might expect. 

For me, travelling by train also gives a 
much greater sense of a journey, and this 
is as much a part of the holiday as our 
time at the final destination. As Jonathan 
Porritt pointed out recently at an inter- 
faith environmental event in Oxford, 
green living is about improving quality of 
life as much as giving things up. 

Karl Wallendszus is a member of Sage , 
Oxford's Christian Environmental Group 
(www.sageoxford.org.uk), and St 
Frideswide’s, Oxford. 



Church sale proposal 

THE leadership team of St Birinus Church in 
Calcot has asked its congregation to serious- 
ly consider the sale of its church building. 
Proceeds from the sale would be used Tor a 
variety of purposes, to further the mission of 
the church in Calcot. This mission would be 
orientated to the service of people, rather 
than the maintenance of buildings.' 

Responses are being collected from the 
congregation before moving forward. 



Ride or Stride 

MORE than £180,000 is expected to have 
been raised from last year's annual Ride and 
Stride events around the diocese, say organ- 
isers, The Historic Churches Trust. 

They praised the enthusiasm of participants, 
who travelled around as many local church- 
es as possible in a day, including Mrs 
Dorothy Woodward of St Barnabas Church 
in Oxford, who at 79 years young cycled 
around 52 churches, raising £1,150. 

She said: T enjoy it because I meet different 
people and the money raised is for such a 
good cause.' 

Ride and Stride is back again this year on 
Saturday 13 September. See 
www.ohct.org.uk for information on the 
Oxfordshire event; berkscrow@yahoo.co.uk 
for Berkshire and Miss P Burstall on 
01628 482754 for Buckinghamshire. 



Anna Thomas Betts 

DR Anna Thomas- Betts of Langley, in 
Buckinghamshire, has been awarded an 
MBE for her services to the community and 
education. 

A member of Langley St Mary's Church, Dr 
Thomas- Betts has represented the Oxford 
Diocese on General Synod for 17 years and 
is a member of the Independent Monitoring 
Board for Immigration Removal Centres. 
Imperial College, London, praised her 'leg- 
endary contribution to the education and 
welfare of our students over many years.' 
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Comment and letters 



Admission to PCCs; volunteers needed 



Comment 

BY THE BISHOP OF 
BUCKINGHAM 



Exclusively for 
everyone 

Marketing guru Seth Godin has noted, on his 
blog, that being exclusive builds sales: Credit 
card companies have made billions by selling 
a card that others can’t get ... and of course, 
the best nightclubs have the biggest velvet 
ropes and the pickiest doormen. 

Limiting the supply of your service, or 
the quantity of your product, or being 
aggressive in who you sell to (and who you 
don’t) are all time- tested ways to build a 
killer brand. Humans like being insiders, 
and will work hard to create their own 
imaginary demarcations to demonstrate 
that they’ve made it inside... 

The first thing I’d ask myself before 
launching a product, a service, or a candi- 
date is, ‘who are we leaving out?’ If the 
answer is no one, be prepared for uncharted 
waters. The future of marketing (at least the 
big successes) is going to be fueled by those 
with the guts to embrace the masses. The 
profits, at least in the short run, may well be 
found by those that embrace exclusion. 

Jesus said: ‘S/He who is not against me is 

'The Kingdom only grows 
when people feel special but 
also open to outsiders' 



for me’, but also ‘S/He who is not for me is 
against me.’ He included all kinds of mar- 
ginal people in his movement, and got into 
trouble for it. The Kingdom only grows 
when people feel special but also open to 
outsiders. There’s a coherence principle 
and an inclusion principle. They belong 
together. Can Liturgy, symbol and art, per- 
haps, help to bind everything together? 

Groucho Marx, famously, once said he 
wouldn’t want to be a member of any club 
that would have him as a member. The 
Church of England, with its universal 
parish system, lack of heresy trials, and 
legal structure, tends to include everyone 
in. It’s a worked example of the joys and 
perils of open source thinking. In practice, 
the most exclusive and demanding church- 
es grow fastest but seldom seem to get 
much bigger. The least are always in 
decline, but seldom die out. 

Some Church growth is a marketing 
process driven by exclusivity, guilt or chau- 
vinism. It can be very powerful, like any 
cancer. Its invasive, high control methods 
require firm hard boundaries, with insiders 
harder on outsiders than themselves. Ideals 
never quite translate into action, and the 
ceiling to growth is that of the marketing 
paradox to which Seth refers. 

Organic growth, often slower, binds peo- 
ple into a community based on mutual 
recognition, not control. People with 
porous boundaries are usually harder on 
themselves than outsiders. 

Powerful bonding is also generous and 
outward-looking. Thus the exclusion para- 
dox is transcended. 

When we talk and pray about evangel- 
ism, what exactly do we have in mind? 

For more from Bishop Alan log on to 
www. bishop alan . blogspot. com 



Public Admission to PCCs 

I believe it is right that members of the public 
should be permitted to attend meetings of 
Parochial Church Councils. 

I have been informed that this matter is cov- 
ered by Canon Law but despite enquiries of 
the Diocesan Registrar, a Professor of Canon 
Law and the Archdeacon I have been unsuc- 
cessful in obtaining a reference to the IPSISSI- 
MA VERBA covering this matter in Canon 
Law and would be glad of any help in obtain- 
ing this and, of course, the proper way of 
seeking a change for any prohibition that 
exists. 

Robert S Winser 

Hungerford 



Can you help the League of Friends? 

Can you spare some time to come and help at 
the League of Friends in the West Wing of the 



John 3:1-17 

Nicodemus is not the kind of bloke you 
immediately warm to. He’s not one of the 
Bible’s ‘national treasures’, like Zaccheus, 
Lazarus or Martha.. But St. John tells us that 
in this meeting with this man, Jesus reveals 
something about God, which still has the 
power to shock, 21 centuries later. 

Nicodemus is an intellectual, a leader a 
man used to debating the finer points of the- 
ology. But there is something about what 
Jesus does that has challenged his thinking: 
‘No-one can do these signs that you do apart 
from the presence of God.’ (v2). Jesus has 
already told his disciples that the kingdom of 
heaven is about what they do rather than 
what they say (Matt 21:28-31 as just one 
example), and now he challenges this great 
thinker to do something in order to find God: 
it is about ‘being born of water and the 
Spirit.’ (v.5) Nicodemus thinks it is an exer- 
cise in theological reflection: ‘How can any- 



the John Radcliffe hospital, Oxford. 

The League is a charity that is run mostly by 
volunteers and we raise funds for the children’s 
hospital and the West Wing of this lovely new 
hospital. 

We have approximately 50 volunteers work- 
ing on different shifts over 5 days, Monday to 
Friday (7.30am - 4.30pm) but we would like 
more volunteers to come and join one of our 
friendly happy teams. Can you commit to at 
least 4 hours per week? If so, I would very 
much like to hear from you on 01865 234 802. 
Margaret Smith 
Manager 

If you would like to respond to any of the letters 
published in the Door, please write in to 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford OX2 ONB or add your responses online 
at www.oxford.anglican.org 



one be born after having grown old?’ (v.4) He 
misses the fact that ‘being’ is a continuous 
process. Old, young, broken, vigorous, we 
must all take the initiative that Christ offers 
us to ‘repent and believe’, as John the Bapstist 
asked of us in Advent. It is not a once-only 
occasion, this conversion of the heart. It is 



'It is not a once-only occasion, 
this conversion of the heart. It is 
part of a journey' 

part of a journey. Because the human heart 
has been known to get it wrong and God, 
patient and strong, will always offer us more 
than one chance. 

Water and the Spirit brings to mind the 
time when we are asked whether we ‘turn to 
Christ.’ The question is as pertinent now as it 
ever was. Life often seems to get in the way. 



Competition winners 

The Door recently held three competitions: 
Christmas Angel - we asked you to make an 
angel for your Christmas tree and the winners 
would receive a great joke book compiled by the 
children at Helen and Douglas House in Oxford. 
We received some very artistic angels and the 
winners are the children of the Explorers Group 
at St Martin's Church; Chavey Down, Ascot and 
the children of SS Peter and Paul Church, Botley. 

We had five copies of the Dave Walker 'Guide 
to the Church' calendar for 2008 to give away. 
The lucky winners drawn are Norma Armstrong, 
Tilehurst; Betty Course, Newport Pagnell; 

Angela Robinson, Thatcham; George 
Pulford, Kidlington; Richard Packer, the 
University of Reading. 

Finally there was a draw for a copy of the 
DVD, reviewed in the December edition of the 
Door, entitled A Bridge to Terabithia. The names 
drawn were Liz Watlury, Burnham; Tim and 
Sally Dakin, Ruscombe; Susie Pavelin, Oxford; 
Arthur Evans,Aylesbury; Ms Spencer, Abingdon. 
Congratulations to all our winners and thank you 
for entering the competitions. 



People we love have a habit of letting us 
down, our bodies wear out when we least 
expect it, good people suffer terrible misfor- 
tunes. We are left bereft, weak and confused. 
Or maybe life is too good, too busy or too 
mundane and we are left careless, exhausted 
and confused. 

There is no excuse that will work. As 
Nicodemus is ready to leave, Jesus ends his 
conversation with the most powerful state- 
ment of all: ‘God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish (v.16) 

Lent is not about giving things up or trying 
to be a better person. Jesus is moved to tell 
Nicodemus that he is loved beyond any meas- 
ure of what he expected. At Jesus’ own bap- 
tism the world was told ‘this is my beloved.’ 
Do we have any idea how much we are loved 
by God? 

Tessa Kuin Lawton is an assistant curate in 
Bampton with Clanfield, Oxfordshire. 



Comings and Goings 

Revd Jan Appleby, Buckingham Archdeaconry has retired; Revd Canon Alan Bennett, Honorary Canon of Christ Church has been made an Honorary Canon 
Emeritus; Revd Sue Booys, Team Rector of Dorchester and Area Dean of Aston & Cuddesdon to be also Honorary Canon of Christ Church; Revd Simon 
Cansdale, Rector of St Giles, West Bridford to be Team Rector of Great Chesham; Revd Nicholas Cheeseman, Priest in Charge at All Saints, Reading to be 
Vicar of All Saints, Reading; Revd Canon Edwin Clements, Honorary Canon of Christ Church has been made an Honorary Canon Emeritus; Revd Richard 
Cowles, Team Vicar in the Wheatley Team Ministry to be Vicar of Bray with Braywood; Revd Will Donaldson to be Director of Christian Leadership, Wycliffe 
Hall, Oxford; Revd Canon Peter Downham is given permission to officiate in the Dorchester area; Revd Simon Dust, Vicar of Christchurch, Bushmead, 
Luton to be Team Vicar, St Andrew's, Wycombe; Revd Tenniel Evans, Buckingham Archdeaconry has retired; Revd Darrell Hannah, Assistant Curate at 
St Peter's, Earley to be Rector, All Saints' Church, Ascot Heath; Revd Christopher Hanson, Team Vicar of Langley Team Ministry to be Vicar in the 
Chelmsford Diocese; Revd Rosie Harper, Priest in Charge of Great Missenden with Ballinger and Little Hampden to be Vicar of Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little Hampden; Captain James Hawksworth, Parish Evangelist of Grove in the Wantage Deanery has resigned; Revd Dr Elizabeth Hoare 
to be Tutor at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford; Revd Toddy Hoare is given permission to officiate; Revd Canon Richard Kingsbury, Honorary Canon of Christ Church 
has been made an Honorary Canon Emeritus; Revd John Lewis, Incumbent of Newport Pagnell with Lathbury and Moulsoe has retired; Revd Eddie 
Marquez, Priest in Charge of Bucklebury, Bradfield and Stanford Dingley to be Priest in Charge of St John the Baptist, Woodley; Revd Bill Mason, 
Associate Priest of Hazlemere to be Priest in Charge, Penn Street and Holmer Green; Revd Bernard Minton, Assistant Curate, St James the Less, Lancing 
with Coombes to be Priest in Charge of Linslade; Revd Alex Murdoch, Rector of the Gate Group has retired; Revd Nick Parish, Priest in Charge of 
Bracknell and Area Dean of Bracknell to be also Honorary Canon of Christ Church; Revd Richard Pluck is given permission to officiate; Revd John 
Rogers, Upper Skerne, Durham to be Rector, St Michael's, Tilehurst; Revd Hazel Scarr is given permission to officiate; Revd David Stoter, part time 
chaplain RAF Leuchars to be Associate Priest of Nettlebed with Bix, Highmore, Pishill and Rotherfield Greys; Revd Jason St John Nicolle, Assistant 
Curate of Kidlington with Hampton Poyle to be Rector in the Churn Benefice; Revd Peter Steele, Priest in Charge of Aldermaston with Wasing and 
Brimpton, Woolhampton with Midgham and Beenham to be also Area Dean of Bradfield Deanery; Revd Dr Vibert Simon to be Vice Principal and Tutor 
at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford; The Ven Sammy Wainaina, from Nakuru Diocese in Kenya and part time Youth Worker at Reading St Luke's and St 
Bartholomew's is given permission to officiate; Revd David Wales, Priest in Charge of Weston Turville to be Rector of Weston Turville; Revd Allen Walker, 
Community Chaplain and Area Dean of Burnham and Slough to be also Honorary Canon of Christ Church; Revd Canon Trevor Walt, Honorary Canon of 
Christ Church has been made Honorary Canon Emeritus; Revd Camilla Walton, Incumbent of St John the Baptist, Boldre with South Baddesley to be 
Team Vicar of the Beaconsfield Team Ministry (St Michael and All Angels); Revd Jonathan Wilmot, Vicar of Greyfriars, Reading to be also Honorary 
Canon of Christ Church; Revd Canon Ron Wilson of the Buckingham Archdeaconry has retired. 

Our thoughts are with the family and friends of Revd Frank Ebbitt, Revd Tony Knox and Revd Noel James, all clergy in the Oxford Diocese, who have died. 
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Want to get away? 

Look into the Directory \ 
on page 17 & 18, ' 

for holidays at home 

and abroad 





Your Christian Agent for Spanish Property. 



Beach Front 
Properties, Country 
Homes, Golf Resorts, 
Spanish Towns and Villages 

the choices are endless 



Growth is the fruit of fair trade 



An inspiring story of how fair trade is helping 
producers change and grow is at the heart of a 
new set of worship resources from Traidcraft. 

For the past 15 years Apicoop, a Chilean 
bee-keeping co-operative, has sold much of its 
honey to Traidcraft, the Christian-based fair trade 
organisation. 

Now, helped by a grant from Traidcraft, Apicoop 
is branching out into growing blueberries - and 
Traidcraft has launched a new Blueberry Geobar 
to help create a market for the fruit. 

"We felt that was a great story for this year's 
Fairtrade Fortnight with its slogan: Change Today 
- Choose Fairtrade," said Traidcraft Church 
Relations Manager Peter Collins. 

"The fair trade premium is helping the members 
of Apicoop change not just their today but their 
tomorrow as well. With support from churchgoers 
in the UK we can help more producers change 
their tomorrows too." 

The resources - a worship booklet containing the 
blueberry story, sermon notes, prayers, 
reflections, children's talk and activities; a DVD 
featuring a film about the blueberry project; and a 



CD containing a PowerPoint presentation and 
other resources - are free and have been 
produced in time to help churches celebrate 
Fairtrade Fortnight (Feb 25 - March 9). 

They are available from January 18 and can be 
ordered from www.traidcraftshop.co.uk or by 
calling 0845 330 8900. 

The booklet only can be downloaded now, as a 
PDF, from www.traidcraft.org/churchresources 





Biblically based, Christian leadership training in Applied Theology 

Pastoral & Evangelism ministries!^® 

A Cross-Ultural missftn M JkM 



MOORLANDS 



Tel: 01425 672369 
Email: enquiries@moorlands.ac.uk 

www.moorlands.ac.uk 



Join us at our next Open Day • Saturday 15th March • Register online 



Moorlands College, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 7AT 
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Building new families 



One of the basic human require- 
ments for growth is to feel 
valued, safe and loved. But sadly, 
for many children, this funda- 
mental requirement is not being 
met at home. Which is why local 
authorities and independent 
agencies such as Parents and 
Children Together (PACT) are 
this year hoping to attract more 
families as foster carers. Ahead 
of Foster Care Fortnight in May, 
we talked to two families who 
have opened their doors to these 
children in need. 



HAVING nurtured their three children success- 
fully into adulthood George and Esther 
Dadey could have settled down to enjoy 
being grandparents and having a little more 
time to themselves. 

But after Esther saw a poster at the nursery 
where she worked, asking for people who had 
a home and could help a child in need of fos- 
tering, she says she just could not ignore it: 
Those words just rang in my head. I had a 
home and I could help. I came home and 
talked to George about it and we prayed 
about it, and we felt that it was our duty to 
look into it further.’ 

After initial talks with PACT they decided 
to go ahead and embarked on the assessment 
process, which took about six months, includ- 
ing home study, workshops and interviews. 

Initially looking to long-term foster a child 
between five and eight-years-old, they were 
eventually matched to two brothers who are 
now five and seven. And as I visit three years 
on it is clear that they are now very much a 
close, loving unit. 

Being a foster parent has its challenges, 
George and Esther say: ‘It is very different to 
having your own children in a number of 
ways. These are damaged children for whatev- 
er reason and their values and expectations of 
family life are different to those your own 
children have. For instance, every time we 
have a visitor the boys still worry that they 
might be moved on somewhere else. We have 
to reassure them that they are staying with us. 

‘As a carer you are also monitored, quite 
rightly, so sometimes something you might 
have done or said instinctively with your own 
children, you find you are suddenly unsure 
about and that can be hard.’ 

For the Dadeys it was faith, the bedrock of 
their family, that pulled them through any 
hard times, along with continuing carer sup- 
port from PACT. 

They tell me: ‘You have to always remem- 
ber that every human being has value in the 
eyes of God and is God’s child. So our job is 
to welcome each child with an open mind and 
pray to God to give us love to make them feel 
that they can be safe here and can grow as 
people.’ 

George, a Seventh Day Adventist Minister, 





says the support and involvement of their 
older children, grandchildren and wider fami- 
ly has been instrumental in giving the boys a 
feeling of belonging that they had never expe- 
rienced before. 

Esther says: ‘When my mother calls us from 
Ghana it makes me so happy to see the boys 
so excited to talk to her and so proud of her.’ 

And though the rewards, as with all chil- 
dren, are often long-term, the couple say it is 
wonderful to see their new charges grow in 
confidence and personality, safe in the knowl- 

'Every time we have a visitor 
the boys still worry that they 
might be moved on some- 
where else. We have to 
reassure them that they are 
staying with us/ 



edge that they are loved and wanted for them- 
selves. 

As I arrive at the home of foster carer 
Debbie Headley there are squeals of laughter 
coming from upstairs. 

‘We were just talking about what I should 
tell you,’ she smiles, talking of her foster 
daughter, ‘Actually, it was great because she 
said I’d given her confidence, which I love 
because she was so quiet and withdrawn 
when she first came to live with my daughter 
and me, and now she’s as loud as we are!’ 

As a single, black woman, Debbie is not the 
image some people will have of a typical fos- 
ter carer. But, she says, that’s important 
because the public needs to realise that it’s not 



just the traditional, well-off, nuclear family 
who can offer a good, secure, loving home, 
but couples and single people as well, as long 
as they meet the assessment criteria. 

She applied to be a long-term foster carer 
after talking about it at a PACT stand in a 
shopping centre: ‘I’m quite a strong, energetic 
person, and I just knew I had more mummy- 
ing in me,’ she says. 

After checking that her 13-year-old daugh- 
ter was completely happy with the idea she 
applied and was matched to a girl of the same 
ethnic background as herself. An important 
point for anyone considering fostering she 
believes, helping to engender a sense of 
belonging to their culture as well as to the 
family. 

Also important, she says: ‘You have to be 
realistic about what you can manage, from 
age and culture to life experience. Some chil- 
dren will have previous experiences that are 
beyond your capabilities to deal with, no mat- 
ter how lovely they seem, and that could be 
disastrous for everyone.’ 

As a single mum, Debbie says that seeing 
her foster daughter grow in confidence and 
personality is the best reward possible. Even 
down to watching her tackle swimming les- 
sons confidently having been terrified on their 
first visit to the local pool. 

‘It never occurred to me that a seven-year- 
old girl had never been in a swimming pool 
before. I think everyone thought we were try- 
ing to drown her when she screamed the 
place down!’ 

Debbie’s final piece of advice to anyone 
considering fostering, is to check their 
employer’s policy on leave and time out 
during the assessment and selec- 
tion process and afterwards. Her 
own employers were very sup- 
portive, she says but it can other- 



wise be a leave-consuming procedure. 

PACT is one of the practical, caring arms of 
the church in the Oxford diocese. The charity 
offers a number of supportive services to par- 
ents, children and families. Its fostering serv- 
ice was awarded preferred status in 2007 and 
it is expanding to recruit any family able to 
offer a permanent home in Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. 

For more information on PACT see 
ww.pactcharity.org or to contact them call 
0118 938 7600, or email fostering@pactchar- 
ity.org 

Other fostering services can also be found 



I'm quite a strong, energetic 
person, and I just knew I had 
more mummying in me' 

Debbie Headley 



by calling your local authority or logging on 
to www.fostercare- 
fortnight.co.uk 
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N EARLY everyone tries at some time or other a new diet 
programme, a self-help book, or a new form of therapy 
that seems to guarantee success. 



The market for such products has been flour- 
ishing since the 1950s. Who can forget 
Charles Atlas? But in the last 20 years, there 
has been a huge expansion in the promotion 
of self-help, quick-fix and DIY books... The 
Hip-Thigh Diet , Superwoman , or How to get 
to the Top in Five Easy Steps. Even the church 
has jumped on the bandwagon, with a pletho- 
ra of programmes promising quick results 
from easy-to-follow-formulae. 

What many of these books and courses 
promise is near-instant results, provided the 
recipe is followed to the letter. And maybe 
even a money-back guarantee if not fully sat- 
isfied. But most consumers who are disap- 
pointed never write for refunds - a mixture 
of guilt, indolence and embarrassment sees to 
that. Who can forget the ‘lose weight in 30 
days [super new] cabbage diet’? ‘Lots of 
recipes with cabbage; you’ll shed the 
pounds’... but it forgets to mention that 
you’ll lose your friends too, who are not like- 
ly to come near you for several weeks. 

Lent is traditionally a time of penitence 
and self-denial, marking the days before 
Easter. In all probability, the first Christians 
spent only part of Holy Week preparing for 
Easter in this way; but as Christianity 
matured and spread, the periods of absti- 
nence became longer and more formalised. 
Candidates preparing for Easter baptism 
were encouraged to fast for lengthy periods. 
In the early Eastern Churches, the fast was 
for seven weeks, but did not include 
Saturdays and Sundays (except Holy 
Saturday), which adds up to 36 days. In the 
early Western churches, the fast was for six 
weeks, but excluded Sundays - and therefore 
was also 36 days. The tradition of 40 days - 
although a biblical number that recalls the 
fasting of Moses, Elijah and Jesus - only 
became more strictly observed by Christians 
in later history. Traditionally, the fast begins 
on Ash Wednesday and it ends on Easter 
Sunday. The 40 days and nights of Lent 
therefore do not include Sundays, which are 
reserved for ‘refreshment’. 

The practice of fasting in Lent has also var- 
ied. In early Christian history, one meal a day 
was taken usually towards evening. In later 
times, the meal was taken at midday. Various 
prohibitions on meat, fish and eggs have also 
existed in different times and cultures - all 
with the intention of preparing Christians for 
Holy Week. 

The practice of liturgy has also followed 
the developments in the history of Lenten 
observance. The season, because it is more 
focussed on penitence, does not use the 
Gloria in Excelsis (sung or said), but replaces 
it with the Kyrie Eleison - ‘Lord have mercy’. 
Purple - the liturgical colour of penitence, or 
unbleached linen - marks the Lenten season 
too, reminding Christians of the relationship 
between sin and salvation, which reaches its 
climax in Holy Week and at Easter. 

The familiar scriptural readings that 
accompany us through Lent are also intend- 
ed to help us as we journey through the pen- 
itential season. Typically, churches begin with 
readings that remind us that Jesus was tempt- 
ed. And we are reminded to repent. Because 
the temptations that Jesus is offered all clus- 
ter round seminal issues that are not that 
alien to our culture: diet - you will perform 
miracles with food; career - you will rule; 
and longevity - you will live. 

Yet the temptations are more subtle than 
they first appear. For a start, like all true 
temptations, they are not ridiculous, but only 
slightly less true than something more wor- 



thy. These temptations are all 
things that Jesus will has to 
negotiate in his earthly min- 
istry. But the questions are: 

Will the end justify the 
means? Is the shortcut worth 
it? Does what is offered real- 
ly match up to what is true? 

After all, Jesus does per- 
form miracles with food - he 
feeds thousands with a few 
loaves. Has he not suc- 
cumbed to the tempter here? 

Does Jesus not get to be lifted 
up, and glorified? What then is 
the tempters’ problem? It is 
only giving Jesus his due a little 
earlier - a bit like opening the 
presents a few days before 
Christmas. Does Jesus not throw him- 
self before to the Romans, perhaps know- 
ing he will be raised up? Why not simply 
prove it now? In one way, you could say that 
Jesus lives his life giving in to the temptations; 
for he does test God; he does concoct some 
food into more; and he does rule and reign. 

But the key is timing. The Kingdom of God 
is a slow process of building, and unlike our 
quick-fix, instant self-help guides, this king- 
dom cannot be built in 30 or 40 days. Put 
simply, the three traditional Lenten tempta- 
tions of Jesus are really only one: why not 
take a short cut? Well, three reasons occur, 
that help us through the journey of Lent. 

First, shortcuts don’t usually work - they 
cheat the journey of faith. In trying to short- 
en the long and winding road of discipleship, 
we may miss out on much of God’s company 
and wisdom. 

Second, God’s work is slow; the Christian 
life is a marathon, not a 
sprint. Discipleship 
and holiness are 
built slowly, with 
years of patience, 
practice and learn- 
ing. Lent can’t be 
done in 10 days or 
20 minutes. 

Shortcuts can deval- 
ue our discipleship. 
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Has Lent become lit- 
tle more than a six 
week diet plan? 
Martyn Percy looks at 
the history of fasting 
in Lent and modern- 
day observance, and 
asks what else the 
season has to offer. 



work - they cheat the 
journey of faith. In trying to 
shorten the long and winding 
road of discipleship, we may 
miss out on much of God's 
company and wisdom' 



Third, shortcuts rob other people of the 
chance to respond and grow. It may well be 
possible to grow a church or a ministry very 
quickly. The results can be spectacular. But 
now try and sustain it. Not so easy. There is 
no substitute for hard work. That’s why mir- 
acle diets don’t really work. So don’t try a 
thirty day wonder; slowly change the way 
you eat; effort and will are better than quick- 
fix cures. 

So in one way, Lent is all about slowing 
down, and leaving quick-fix solutions 
behind. It is about the patient deepening of 
our relationship with God, and doing so in a 
thorough and methodical way. The aim is not 
to achieve instant success, but steady and 
deep growth. Fruit that lasts comes from 
hard graft. Jesus, in his Lent, turns his back 
on instant glory, instant results and an easy, 
happy ending. He will be glorified; he will get 
results; there will be a resurrection. But it has 
to be in God’s time, not ours. 

So, Jesus in Lent is a kind of archetype. In 
surrendering himself to God, he turns his 
back on cutting corners, short cuts, the end 
justifying the means, and also, incidentally, 
shuns the shadows of our instant culture. 
Instead, he invites us all to walk, slowly, with 
him to Calvary. Be sure you don’t run, and 
don’t take short cuts - you’ll miss something. 
You’ll miss the slow, patient God, who is 
often found in the slog of 
ordinary life, and not 
in the impostors of 
instant results 
and quick victo- 
ries. A surren- 
dered life is Jesus’ 
path; it is all he asks 
of you. 

Small wonder, then, that 
the first time Jesus appears, in Mark’s gospel, 
the first instruction he gives is ‘Repent’. (So 
in one way, the gospels really begin in Lent). 
From then on, ‘repent’ is his most consistent 
message. I once heard an enthusiastic preach- 
er say that ‘repentance means turning your- 
self completely around. It means turning 
around 360 degrees’. I could only agree that, 
too often, that’s exactly what it means - we 
end up back where we started. A 180 degree 
turn is what is needed. A careful and deliber- 
ate turn away from what distracts us from 
God, not just spinning around, hoping that 
what tempted us in the first place will mirac- 



ulously disappear when our back is turned. It 
won’t. 

Fr. Alexander Men, an outspoken Russian 
priest who was assassinated in 1990 at the 
end of Perestroika, wrote: ‘The good news of 
Christ was preceded by a call to repen- 
tance... and the very first word of Jesus’ teach- 
ing was ‘Repent.’ Remember that in Hebrew 
this word means ‘turn around,’ and ‘turn 
away from the wrong road.’ While in the 
Greek text of the gospels, it is rendered by an 
even more resonant word, metanoite. In other 
words, rethink your life. This is the beginning 
of healing. 

Repentance is not a sterile grubbing around 
in one’s soul, and not some masochistic self- 
humiliation, but a re-evaluation leading to 
action. The abscess must be lanced, otherwise 
there will be no cure.’ 

Our quest for Lent, then, is the same as it 
has been for every Christian throughout his- 
tory. Can we turn aside from the world that 
sometimes threatens to seduce us all, and look 
for something deeper? Remember what Jesus 
says: ‘for where you treasure is, so will your 
heart be’. This is the start of our journey into 
Holy Week, and to the risen Christ at Easter. 

The early Christians, then, observed Lent. 
That is to say, they didn’t just look at the 40 
day period that lay ahead with either indiffer- 
ence or fear. Rather, they entered into the 
spirit of the season and practiced it. They saw 
it as an opportunity to re-evaluate their lives, 
perhaps laying aside those things that dis- 
tracted and impeded spiritual development 
and the quest for a holier and purer life. They 
saw it as a chance to de-clutter their relation- 
ship with God; to concentrate on, focus and 
re-centre their discipleship through self- 
denial and penitence. 

Moreover, they didn’t just set things aside. 
They also took on new disciplines and 
responsibilities. So whatever you do this 
Lent, try and mark the season by changing 
the rhythms and routines of your life - and in 
so doing, make a little more room for God. 

Martyn Percy's Darkness Yielding - 
sermons and mediations for Lent and Advent - 
is published by SCM-Canterbury Press, and 
includes contributions from Bill Vanstone, 
Rowan Williams, Sylvia Sands and Jim Cotter. 
Revd. Canon Prof. Martyn Percy is the 
Principal of Ripon College Cuddesdon and the 
Oxford Ministry Course. 



84 copies of the 

NEW ENGLISH HYMNAL (1987) 
FREE! 

Good condition. 

Buyer collects. 

Apply: 

The Reverend Tony Lynn 
Tel. 01635 201213 



Meditations on the Collects 


Meditations m the Oeiteds J 


by Janet Gentles 
£5.99 +£1.50 p8<p 




(Cheques payable to 




Janet Gentles) 


JmEHJ 


Janet Gentles 




44 Clapham Rd, 




Bedford MK41 7PW 




Tel: 07871 160379 


Janet Onile;; ■ 


www.christianstudies.co.uk 



LEARN FRENCH 
IN A PLEASANT 
SUBURB OF PARIS 

• Long and short courses at 5 levels throughout 
the school year 

• One-week revision and exam preparation 
course in April 

• Three-week summer school in July/ August. 

• Official exam centre, multimedia lab, single and 
family accommodation, childcare facility. 

• Christian basis, good contacts with local community 
and churches 

www.lescedres.com lescedres@gmall.com 
17 vole de Wissous, 91300 Massy, France 
TeL 00 33 1 69 30 00 67 



To advertise in 

The Door 

call 

01752 225623 



Life? 

Why do human 
beings exist? 

visit 

handbook- for-life.org.uk 

All articles on the website are available free 
in printed booklets from Handbook-for-Life 
4 East Street, Tollesbury, Essex CM9 8QD 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP &. UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



J.Hart Catering 

Outside caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home or wakes. 
Everything served to your 
specifications, reliable and 
fully trained staff. 

Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
01235 833378 or visit us at 
www.jnaircaienng.co.un 










12 



THE DOOR : FEBRUARY 2008 




British RedCross 



Put us where we’re needed. 

Please put us in your Will. 

If you were to witness a crisis, your first instinct would 
probably be to help. Now you can put that instinct - 
so powerful, so human - at the heart of your Will by 
including a gift to the British Red Cross. 

For more information about putting us in your Will, please 
call Pam Cryer on 01483 447873 or write to her at: 

Room 27866, Freepost RRAR-JXAG-BTGU, 14 The Pines, 
Broad Street, GUILDFORD, Surrey GU3 3BH 
redcross.org.uk 



Organist available 



The incredible new HT-300 Hymnal Plus 

0 Plays over 2750 UK hymn tunes and worship songs, at the 
touch of a button 

0 Choose from 36 pipe organ presets, and an amazing range 
of orchestral and band presets 
0 Prepare all the music for services in advance 
0 Indexed to most mainstream hymn books. Additional 
repertoire available, including Merbecke and other service 
settings 

0 Optional Interactive Psalm Accompaniment System 
0 Also plays your MIDI files and MP3 audio files 




£1899 incVAT 



Call for your FREE information pack with demo audio CD 
or visit www.hymntechnology.com 



Hymn Technology Ltd H •«(,,, 



PO Box 862A, Surblion, Surrey KT1 9GQ 

Tel: 0800 043 0503 



Plus 




EALING 



One Day...Two Events 

Doorways & Dilemmas 

A day on the ministry of healing 
for chuceh leaders and ministry teams 
10.30am - 5.30pm 
registration fee £20 

♦ 

Healing Service 

Worship, teaching and ministry 
All welcome 
7.00pm 

registration fee £5 
Main speaker at both events 

^ackie ^iillinger 



Friday 14th March 2008 

Methodist Central Hall. Westminster 

Please note that booking is essential for both events 
Please ring or e-mail 

celebration@healingmission.org 

020 7603 8118 

www.healingmission.org 

hm) 




Taking centre stage - exploring models 
of leadership from Simon Walker 



Bv Keith Lamdin 

THIS is a trilogy of books about lead- 
ership from Simon Walker. 

Simon trained at Wycliffe, was a 
curate in Abingdon and since then has 
been both an artist and a leadership 
consultant. Out of his own experience 
and in the light of thinking and read- 
ing Simon has developed a fascinating 
model of leadership which he uses in 
training programmes and one to one 
leadership mentoring. 

In the first two books of the trilogy 
Simon introduces his psychological 
model as a way of understanding 
how we develop as people and how 
that impacts on our leadership. 
Simon Walker obviously loves devel- 
oping models and working with them 
and if you like his model, and many 



do, you will find both these books a 
fascinating read. The model that is 
central to these books is the idea of 
each of us having both a front stage 
and a back stage. Front stage is 
where we do our performance and 
where we want people to see us and 
back stage is where we sort out and 
keep hidden all the things we don’t 
want anybody else to see about us, 
and which sometimes we don’t want 
to know about ourselves. Of course, 
both front and back stage are, in 
effect, the same stage and what we do 
in public and what we do in private is 
connected and how they are connect- 
ed lies at the heart of this book. 

The undefended leader receives life 
as a gift and is able to give away trust, 
be aware of the critical decisions of 
the moment, take risks, be vulnerable 
and be free to receive or not to 



receive. In his second book this model 
is developed to make sense of power 
and how we use it. 

Both books have delightful dia- 
grams and pictures to explain the 
model and really well worked exam- 
ples of both public leaders and leaders 
who he has worked with. These are a 
great addition to anybody’s library of 
books on leadership. 

Keith Lamdin is director of 
Stewardship \ Training , Evangelism and 
Ministry in the diocese. 
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Storytelling at heart of prayer journey 



bv Sally Jarman 

EVE Lockett says that the purpose of 
her latest book is to engage children 
and adults on a journey of learning 
together about prayer. Certainly the 
structure of the book, in 30 bite-sized 
chapters, is ideal as a springboard for 
discussion and reflection for mixed 
age groups. 

Each section has a story and simple, 
related activity designed to capture 
the attention of younger readers, 
while Bible references encourage 
deeper reflection when appropriate. 
All are tied together neatly with a 
short, accessible prayer. 

Take, for example, the chapter on 
‘You and Me, Praying for other 
People’: With the help of Truffle the 
Badger and a simple game involving 
scrabble pieces, even the youngest in a 
group will be drawn in to focusing on 



who they might include in their prayers 
each day. Older readers have clear 
guidelines for further exploration. 

Eve Lockett, a licensed lay minister 
in the Oxford diocese, looks at the 
role of prayer in our meeting with and 
listening to God, and its role in our 
relationship with God, as well as tack- 
ling some of the thorny questions that 
can act as a barrier to successful 
prayer and providing some practical 
pointers on content. 

It’s easy to see the book, with its 
clear, accessible style and flexibility to 
tailor sessions to suit needs, appealing 
to church and school groups across a 
wide age-range. But it could be a win- 
ner in the home too, providing par- 
ents with the tools to open conversa- 
tion with their children about the 
Christian faith - something many 
families find hard to talk about. 

Too often, resources for nurturing 



the faith of young people involve 
them listening while we talk. But here 
we have a real chance to encourage 
honest discussion from which we may 
find we all learn something, whatever 
our age. 

And as the Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell, bishop of Reading, writes 
in his foreword: ‘Let us not forget 
that Jesus himself taught us through 
stories.’ 

Tales for the Prayer Journey is a 
resource from Barnabas, which is part 
of The Bible Reading Fellowship 
(BRF). 




Following Jesus: a new Passion for 
Lent book by David Winter Real Life 



DAVID Winter’s new Lent book fol- 
lows the story of Jesus and his fol- 
lowers to Jerusalem, the culmination 
of his ministry in the events of Good 
Friday and Easter. 

Jesus’ 12 disciples, most of them 
barely in their twenties, heard and 
obeyed his call to follow him, what- 
ever the consequences. With them, 
through the pages of this book, we 
can respond to this call. 

Starting with the transfiguration, 
the book journeys alongside the dis- 
ciples and listens in to their questions 
and discussions: Who is the greatest? 
What is the cost of following? 

The book contains a reading and a 
reflection for every day from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter Sunday. The 
reflections are based on the theme of 



‘following’. 

The Door has five copies of the 
Journey to Jerusalem to give away. 
Send your entries to Book Draw, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford OX2 ONB. As 
we’d like winners to get their copy in 
time for Lent, the deadline is early: 5 
February. Winners will be drawn at 
random on that date. 




ANOTHER recommended Lent 
book is ‘Passion for Real Life’ 
which is edited by Alison Webster, 
the Social Responsibility Adviser 
for the Diocese of Oxford, which 
is a collection of prayers, reflec- 
tions and stories for each day of 
Holy Week, bringing a real-world, 
social justice perspective. 

Contributors include: Ann 
Morisy, Jo Ind, Brian Thorne, 
Stephen Cottrell, Colin Fletcher, 
Tess Ward and Leslie Griffiths. 

Published by Methodist 
Publishing House and is available 
on their website at £3.99. 

The Door will review Passion 
for Real Life in the March 
issue, published on 18 February 
2008. 
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Life changing work 



Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 




A 320-acre organic dairy (aim in West Devon is the home 
of a Christian residential rehabilitation centre which for 
more than 15 years has helped hundreds of people with life 
controlling addictions. 

Gilead Foundations became a registered charity in 1991, but the 
work began four years earlier when dairy farmer Ian 
Samuel and his wife Bron were first given the vision for 
the ministry when a group from Teen Challenge visited 
their church in Okehampton. 

Ian and Bron believed deeply that a loving and 
secure family environment coupled with 
work-based training on the farm could 
help many people overcome their 
addictions. In the late 1980s they 
started a practical discipleship course 
on the farm with young men from the 
Devon area and also from Teen 
Challenge. The name Gilead 
Foundations was chosen - inspired by 
the nature of the work, representing 
the combination of healing and the 
creation of new foundations in 
people s lives. 

Gilead is now a registered care home 
providing vital rehabilitation services 
for men and women aged from 18 upwards who take part in a 
three-phase programme lasting just over a year. 

Referrals are made by social services, churches, prison authorities, 
and friends and family of those in need of help. Some of those who join 
Gilead - particularly single mothers and fathers - are able to bring 
their children as well. Gilead runs a Christian home schooling 
programme for these youngsters. 

Students who join Gilead undertake an initial six-week course which 
includes a period of detoxification. During this time the aim is to 
introduce general stability to their lives and to provide them with an 
initial understanding of relapse prevention. 

Having completed the first phase of the programme, students then take 
part in a second 20-week phase which focuses on relapse prevention 
with weekly assessments and one-to-one sessions with relapse 
prevention therapists. 

During this time students are also taught basic living skills, including 
numeracy, literacy, food hygiene, health and safety and IT if required. 




Gilead Foundations founders Ian and Bron Samuel 



They also start on the initial NYQ training activity. Gilead Foundations 
helps each student to develop a support and care plan which sets out 
the objectives and aims for their time at the farm. During their time 
with Gilead students live in community under the care of Christian 
house parents who help them to develop life skills, to face up to the 
roots of their addictive behaviour and to take responsibility for their 
actions. Practical training is provided on the farm - which is now a 
registered organic unit - and in the associated dairy processing 
unit as well as in maintenance, catering, administration and other 
areas. 

Today Gilead Foundations can accommodate up to 30 
students at its main centre - Risdon Farm. 
Jacobstowe. near Okehampton. 

Although drug and alcohol abuse costs the UK 
economy an estimated £40 billion a year Gilead 
receives no specific Government funding for its 
work. The charity's costs are met through 
fees paid for students by social services 
departments, state benefits claimed by 
students or by students paying for their 
participation in the programme themselves. 

The farm itself is run on a commercial basis 
with the organic milk produced sold to local 
wholesalers. Income is also derived from 
sale of produce and livestock. 

Ian Samuel said: "Despite the financial and social 
impact of drug and alcohol abuse, there is still significant 
under-funding for rehabilitation and preventative treatment for those 
with life-controlling addictions. 

“We believe - and have demonstrated over the last 15 years - that by 
addressing the roots of people's problems and bringing them into a 
personal relationship with God they can be freed to fulfil their true 
purpose and destiny. 

“Gilead's present mission statement is unlocking people - 
releasing potential' and that's what our work is all about. 

“We have specific need of more financial and practical support to help 
us in this vital work and would be delighted to talk to anyone who 
would like to know more about coming to Gilead as a community 
worker or helping us with regular financial giving." 

For further information please contact Laura Aim, Gilead 
Foundations. Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe. Okehampton. Devon EX20 
3AJ Tel 01837 851240. 



‘At last there is hope 
after my drugs hell’ 



My name is Mark, I am 35 years 
old and have been at Gilead 
Foundations since March 2004. 
amazingly over three years now. 

As a result of the pain of broken 
relationships I started to take drugs 
from an early age and ended up on 
heroin at the age of 19. 

I managed to hold down a job. hide it 
from family, friends and loved ones and 
even owned my own home for the first 
few years. 

It all went wrong when I was taking so 
much heroin my job was not funding 
my habit. 

I ended up leaving a used 
syringe in the toilets and 
being sacked. I lost my job 
and was in trouble with loans 
and the mortgage company. 

I managed to sell my 
house and acquired 
£40.000. 1 spent the 
lot within two 
months on heroin 
and crack and 
was now living 

on floors of friends and in squats. I took 
up a lifestyle of fraud and shoplifting, 
my favourite being 

running cheque books and stolen credit 
cards. I even called it work. 

I developed a crack habit of about £200 
a day and a heroin habit of about £1 50 a 
day. I had to get a minimum of £350 a 
day every day. Bank holidays. Sundays 
even Christmas and New Year’s Day. 

It was an effort and I had to become 
aggressive and sneaky not only to get 
the money, but also to protect my drugs 
from other users. 

The only people I associated with 
were the local whores and other 
drug addicts and dealers. We all 





How you can help Gilead and its vital work 



Gilead Foundations works closely with local authori- 
ties and funding agencies all over the 
country to help provide rehabilitation services for 
people of all ages and backgrounds. 

With student numbers rising there is an urgent need for more 
people to join the Gilead work. Ian Samuel founder and general 
manager said: “Our whole emphasis is centred on family 
structure based on strong community 
foundations. “We need quality people - not employees - who 
can become community members and serve the vision of 
Gilead to unlock people from life-controlling addictions to 
release their true potential 

“We have a number of important vacancies for people with a 
variety of skills. As many of these posts are live-in. accommo- 
dation is provided. First and foremost we urgently need to 
recruit at least two couples who can act as house parents to 
cope with the rising number of students. Gilead also urgently 
needs a catering supervisor The ideal candidate will be a 
qualified chef or cook who can manage and oversee the cater- 
ing and domestic requirements of the community. 

“Experience in catering for large numbers of people on a daily 
basis would be a distinct advantage. Duties will include menu 
planning, budgeting and overseeing 
students. Other posts which need to be filled include a 



mechanic and adminstration workers. Ideally, these would be 
people who are willing to do this on a full-time basis as part of 
the community here at Gilead, although those who can provide 
part-time voluntary help are equally welcome. With plans to 
complete the first of our new accommodation units on a self- 
build basis workers with building and maintenance skills 
would be of great assistance to us. 

“We would also welcome people who have IT. marketing or 
public relations experience. These skilled people could work 
part time as volunteers if they are unable to live in community. 
For example, they might be a retired mature couple who could 
give some time to the Gilead work. This could be on a regular 
weekly or monthly basis or perhaps for a longer period of 
time/' 

Students who are interested in gaining experience in the work 
of Christian rehabilitation services are especially welcomed to 
join Gilead on a Gap Year basis. Many 
students from the UK and overseas have benefited from this 
experience and their help with the work can be invaluable. 

IfycMjareirAarBdMinanyaftheabaMeposiionspleaseapplyin 
wriSng to Laura Aim. Giead Fomdalkr^ Risdon Farm. 
Jacobstowe. Okehampton, Devon EX20 3AJ 
If you would tike to know more about the work and how 
you could help please call 01837 851240 



There are many ways in which individuals, churches or other 
organisations can support and help the work of Gilead 
Foundations. These include becoming a Friend of Gilead and 
committing to support the charity with regular giving, becom- 
ing a Prayer Partner or by helping in other practical ways. 

Investing in the work of Gilead through financial support can 
help save lives - literally. Gifts in kind are equally welcome 
and we would be pleased to hear from companies or 
organisations who may be able to help in this way - 
particularly with materials for the accommodation project. 

Equally, if you know of someone who is in need of help 
because of an addiction problem please put them in touch 
with Gilead's admissions team by contacting us direct on 
01837 851240. 

If you would like to be kept informed of Gilead's work, please 
join our mailing list and we will send you regular bulletins on 
the charity's activities and the progress of our various 
activities. If you would like to join our maiting list please 
e-mail us at admin@gilead.org.uk 

If you would like to make a donation cheques can be made 
payable to Gilead Foundations and sent to Gftead Foundations, 
Risdon Farm. Jacobstowe, Okehampton. Devon EX20 3AJ 



stitched each other up and only looked 
out for ourselves. The most important 
thing to me above my own life was 
heroin as without it I would be sick. 

As you can imagine my life became a 
cycle of addiction and times of being 
clean whilst in prison. My goals in life 
were to get as much heroin and crack 
as I could, not thinking of the 
consequences or the people I hurt, and 
to stay out of prison for as long as I 
could. 

Reality set in for me when I was in 
prison on remand and an old school 
friend said to me: “This is your life now. 
You are a heroin addict and you might 
as well get on with it". 

He told me I was going to be a 
heroin addict for the rest of my 
life and would be coming in and 
out of prison for how ever long 
my life lasted. He told me to 
make friends with the other 
prisoners as they 
were all I had. I 
decided that I 
needed to take 
control and 

regain my life. 

My dad had just died and I was 
looking at a long prison sentence as I 
had stabbed a security guard. I was in 
trouble. I prayed to God to keep me out 
of prison until after the funeral. God 
was faithful. I went to my dad's funeral 
and the day I got back I was arrested 
for shoplifting. The next day I was 
remanded. 

I prayed to God again to keep me clean 
of drugs and said I would do what he 
wanted. I asked to go to rehab, but the 
courts would not fund me. 

The stabbing charge was dropped and I 
was imprisoned for a total of 12 months 
including my remand time. I decided to 
go to rehab when I got out of prison to 
give myself a chance of staying clean. 

I managed to get a place at Gilead 
whilst in prison through the 
chaplaincy. I still had to wait a few 
months after my release for a place, 
but God remained faithful as I have not 
touched drugs from that day I prayed to 
God to keep me clean. * 

Life at Gilead has not been easy. I com- 
pleted the programme in April 2006. 
two years after making a 
commitment to God and asking for 
His forgiveness. 

There have been a lot of ups and even 
more downs, but I know this - 1 am 
surrounded by people who want me to 
be successful and who are prepared to 
love me when I don’t deserve 
it - praise God. 

I am now supervising the running of the 
dairy and am starting to be given the 
opportunity to help people who are in 
similar situations as I was. I plan to 
stay at Gilead for the foreseeable future, 
but I know that God has a plan and pur- 
pose for me. I hope one day that I will ^ 
have a wife and family of my own and 
enjoy normal relationships. 

Everything in my life is not ideal and a 
bed of roses, but I have friends, 
people who love me and most 
importantly a hope and a vision for the 
future MARK 
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The Fat of the Land 

Dieting through God’s provision 
by Chris Grummitt 

‘Lose weight in 2008!’ 

Medical research scientist Chris Grummit 
advises you to forget the fad diets and throw 
away the scales. In this new book he dispels 
many dieting myths and describes how, at 
the age of 60, God took him on a voyage of 
change that revolutionised his attitude to 
food, his self-image and enabled him to shed 
pounds with little effort. 

‘Spiritual contentment must always be more 
important than physical appearance and 
this book offers some antidotes to the poison 
of obsession with physical perfection.’ 

Rt. Hon. Ann Widdecombe MP 

Price £7.99 plus £1.50 p&p 

To order your copy go to 
wwwjoperpenberthy.co.uk 
telephone 01302 367868 or return the 
coupon below, with a cheque for £9.49 
made payable to ‘Harvest Fields 
Distribution Ltd’, to Harvest Fields, 
Unit 17, Churchill Business Park, 
Churchill Road, Doncaster DN1 2TF. 



Please send me a copy of ‘ The Fat of the 
Land \ 

1 enclose a cheque for £9.49 

Name: 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/DrIRev : 

Addressl: 

Address 2: 

Town: 

County: 

Post Code: 

Contact Tel No: 

Email (optional): 

Offer Code: CV0208TD 

Alternatively telephone on: 01302 367868 
& quote offer code CV0208TD 



Advertiser’s announcement 



Broadcasting a 
to towns and 
cities across 
the country 



message of hope 




U'u oour ’I'ocOkxf £ caJcL&$ 



The diverse range of churches 
across the United Kingdom are on a 
constant mission to serve and com- 
municate with the 58 million resi- 
dents and many visitors. 

The year long initiative ‘Hope 08’ 
proposes to support this on-going work, by facil- 
itating intensified, united, focused prayer and a 
year of activities, 

communicating the Gospel through words and 
actions, creating a lasting legacy of both physi- 
cal and spiritual change in the lives of commu- 
nities and individuals. It will do this by: 

Supporting Local Churches 

across the UK in their commitment to serve and 
witness to their communities 

Encouraging Collaboration 

between churches and agencies in reaching out 
to their communities 

Resourcing and Training 

local churches to develop their ability to 
engage with their communities on a long term 
basis 

Impacting Individuals and Communities 

with the Gospel through words and actions dur- 
ing 2008. 

Another way that churches and church groups 
will be able to witness to their 
community is through radio broadcasting. 

Cross Rhythms City Radio in 
Stoke-on-Trent is partnering with Hope 08 to 
help facilitate restricted service licence (RSL) 
radio stations across the UK for the Hope 08 
campaign. 

Cross Rhythms, the well-established 
multi-media youth ministry has successfully pio- 
neered community radio aimed at youth and the 
younger generation and can now be heard in 
Stoke-on-Trent and Plymouth on FM with Cross 
Rhythms Stockton due to launch early in 2008. 

By partnering with Hope 08, Cross Rhythms will 
provide local groups with much of the material 
required to launch their own RSL-based 
Radio Hope. 



The broad purpose of theses RSL’s will be 
along one or more of these lines: 

• To specifically engage with the wider commu- 
nity in a city/region as a specific stand alone 
Hope 08 project in it’s own right. This would 
run along the lines of the Cross Rhythms 
model of community radio; engaging with 
public bodies and services, other community 
groups, local businesses and the voluntary 
sector as well as local church strategy. 

• To profile church activity across a city/region 
through Hope08 initiatives. This may be 
specifically targeting a Christian/church audi- 
ence with info, feedback etc. Or this could be 
specifically targeting the wider community 
sharing what Hope 08 is all about, what it is 
relevantly doing for the community etc. 

• To showcase and profile local talent. 

• To introduce the basic concept of the Cross 
Rhythms model of community radio as a pos- 
sible legacy that could be picked up in the 
area should interest and local vision arise 
after Hope 08 has 

concluded. 

Radio Hope will sound much like Cross 
Rhythms (which can be heard by logging on to 
Cross Rhythms at: 

www.crossrhythms.co.uk/radio/), with a 
contemporary music base. Upon this, 
however, each station would present local/Hope 
08 content through interviews, features and so 
on. 

Cross Rhythms will supply all the basic playlist 
schedules and music selection, enabling a 
group to focus all their attention on actual local 
content, and thus ‘start 
running’! 

Wherever possible, presenters will broadcast 
live and incorporate pre-recorded material but 
the RSL will not be designed to put pressure on 
the availability of presenters and will always be 
able to fall back to a well-structured playlist. 
Volunteers for Radio Hope will be offered basic 
training in advance of the RSL by Cross 
Rhythms. 

The application for a 28 day licence needs to be 



made a maximum six months and a minimum of 
eight weeks in advance of when a group wishes 
to be broadcasting. 

A group could conceivably run a station at any 
time in the year, but it is suggested that a group 
look at running one during a key Hope 08 time 
of activity, in particular during Easter 08, 
Summer 08 or Christmas 08. 

Whilst budgets may vary, costs involved for a 
group are likely to be approximately £5,000 to 
cover equipment hire, IRN news feed, licences 
and transmission equipment. 

Other costs are likely to be incurred in publicity 
and marketing, along with likely PC and broad- 
band connection for IP link if required. 

The basic playlist and Radio Hope idents/jingles 
will be provided by Cross Rhythms via ENCO 
software on a rented PC. 

Depending on whether the transmitter is at the 
same location as the studio or not, 
consideration will need to be given to the link 
between the two. If they are close by then a 
cable connection should be 
sufficient. 

If, however, there is distance between them, IP 
transmission is likely to be the most cost-effi- 
cient linkage system, but will require a minimum 
2 Mb broadband 
connection at both ends. 

Radio Hope should rely on volunteer 
support to run programmes, presentation and 
backup technical support. Ideally each station 
should have someone involved with good tech- 
nical knowledge and experience in areas of IT 
and if possible transmission. 

If you are interested to explore the running 
of a Radio Hope RSL Radio Station in 2008 
then please contact 

jonathan.bellamy@crossrhythms.co.uk or 
phone 01782 251000, to discuss. 
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News 

Pause for a cuppa Event to call for action on climate change 



MAKE sure that everything stops for tea 
between 2-9 March this year and help to 
raise awareness of fair trade. 

The Big Brew is back with lots of 
chances to enjoy a cuppa, try out fair 
trade products and find out more about 
fair trade issues. 

Around the diocese Mothers Union 
branches are enthusiastically planning 
events, including Iver, Hughenden, 
Banbury, Hitchin and Twyford. A tea 
dance hosted by the Bracknell and 
Easthampstead branch promises to be 
enjoyable as does a madhatters’ tea party 
in Crowthorne. 

More dates for the diary include a 
Sunday taster evening by Greyfriars 
Church and a ‘drop in for a cuppa’ in 
Chalfont St Giles. 

To find your nearest event log on to the 
Oxford diocese website at: 
www.oxford.anglican.org. 



ANOTHER "top-ten warmest’ year predicted by 
the Met Office. Droughts and floods in Africa. 
Melting ice-caps and rising sea-levels. Climate 
change and its actual and potential impacts are 
a critical issue for our global future. But how 
can Christians respond? 

The Diocese of Oxford, together with a con- 
sortium of churches and agencies, is planning an 
event on 16 February to help churches in the 
Thames Valley understand the issues, think 
through responses, and plan prayer and action. 

‘Christians Together on Climate Change,’ to be 
held at Greyfriars Church in Reading from 
9.30-4 pm, will offer a range of highly regarded 
speakers including Bishop John; Paula Clifford, 
Head of Community Communications at 
Christian Aid and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Adviser on Climate Change; and 
Mark Dowd, maker of the film ‘God is Green’ 
and campaigns strategist for Operation Noah, a 
Church-based campaign on climate change. 

Bishop John said: ‘Climate change is proba- 



bly the biggest challenge the world community 
has faced. Christians potentially have their 
hands on the vital lever of change - faith itself. 
I hope very many people will come to this con- 
ference to learn and to discuss what we could 
actually do together to ‘save the planet’.’ 

Participants will also be able to choose from 
a wide array of workshops. Whether you are 
interested in the practicalities of ‘Energy 
Efficiency and Church Buildings’, ‘Working 
together with your local authority’, or 
‘Campaigning on the Climate Change Bill’, 
want to reflea on ‘Bible Studies for Action’, 
‘Justice, Theology and Climate Change’, 
‘Presenting Climate Issues to Children’, or 
‘Including Climate Change in Worship Services’, 
or want to hear about the experiences of local 
congregations that are ‘Going Green’, the day 
will have plenty to offer. 

An exhibition of resources and activities will 
provide materials and ideas for taking things 
further, and there will be prayer and worship. 



Paula Clifford, who is also a member of the 
organising committee, said the wide scope of 
the conference reflected both the complexity 
of the issue and the opportunities available for 
making a difference in a variety of ways. ‘This 
event is all about informing people and also 
enthusing them to take action at every level,’ 
she said. 

Another organiser, Ruth Conway, added that 
on climate issues: ‘Christians have a real mes- 
sage of hope - this day is an opportunity for 
Christians and churches to support each other 
in facing the challenge.’ 

Registration for ‘Christians Together on 
Climate Change’ is essential, as interest is 
expected to be high. Forms are available 
online on the diocesan website or from 
helen.keely@oxford.anglican.org, 01865 
208214. There will be a £5 charge on the day 
to cover conference costs. For further infor- 
mation contact Maranda St John Nicolle 
(ccowinfo@fish.co.uk, 01865 378059). 



Recipe Savoury fish bread and butter pudding by cookery writer Ann Way 



This recipe was given to me by a neighbour, 
Valerie, who called to see us over Christmas 
for a cuppa. After admiring our Christmas 
tree, she had to go as she had a ‘fish bread 
and butter pudding’ in the oven. My ears 
picked up at that and I could not resist ask- 
ing if she would share the recipe, which she 
has kindly done. As I have only ever made 
sweet bread and butter pudding it was an 
interesting change which I hope you will 
enjoy! 



Ingredients 

3-4 slices of bread 

2 large/3 medium free-range medium eggs 
3/4 pint milk 
One large onion 

2 pieces smoked haddock or cod 
2 oz Cheddar cheese 
A good sprinkling of parmesan cheese 
2oz butter 

Black pepper and salt 
Parsley to garnish 



Method 

Grease an ovenproof pie dish. Cut the 
crusts off the bread, butter them and cut 
into squares. Finely chop the onion and 
grate the cheddar cheese. Beat the eggs 
with the milk and season with salt and 
pepper. Line the pie dish with the 
bread, reserving some for the middle 
and top. Shred the fish and mix with 
the cheese and chopped onion. Place 
some of the mixture on the bottom of 



St Matthews Midgham seeks an 
organist for its services (3-4 p month) 
and occasional concerts. This small 
village has a loyal and friendly 
congregation who intend to maintain 
the musical tradition of their church. 
The organ installed 1872 dates from 
1800 is to be thoroughly restored in 
near future under supervision of 
Dr John Rowntree. Realistic fees and 
expenses plus weddings/funerals etc. 

Enquire H. Long T.01189 713310. 



Required 

Senior Residential Care Worker 

Experience of learning disabilities and 
leading a team essential 

Female Care Support Worker 

Previous experience of learning 
disabilities desirable but not essential as 
training will be provided 

Set in the beautiful countryside of 
Rutland, The Lodge Trust provides 
homes and places of work for adults with 
learning disabilities. We need Christian 
people to work as part of a team 
providing care support in the home 
environment and to assist in enabling 
individuals to plan, action and attain 
personal goals. 

Interested? 

For more information call 01572 767234 
admin@lodgetrust.org.uk 
www.lodgetrust.org. uk 
Registered Charity No. 516853 



the Door 

I Published monthly (exc Aug and Jan) 

I Circulation 38,000 



I Advertising rates (per single column centimetre) 
£6.50 (10% reduction for mono ad) 

I Insert rate £45 per thousand (based on loose 
Insert up to max. 15 gms - subject to sight of samples 
All rates quoted excluding VAT 




UGH 



Vacancies 

and 

appointments 



With 35,000 copies 
of the The Door 
distributed through 
churches in the 
Oxford Diocese, it 
makes it a great 
vehicle to advertise 
your vacancies in 
local churches. 
Other Christian 
and charitable 
organisations, 
including faith 
based schools, can 
also benefit from 
this targeted read- 
ership. 

Care organisations 
may also feel that 
The Door is an 
appropriate place 
to look for staff. 

To find out more 
telephone: 01752 
225623 



the dish covering with a layer of bread. 
Pour over some of the milk and egg. 
Then repeat with another layer of fish 
and onion and top with the rest of the 
bread. Pour the last of the milk mixture 
over and sprinkle with the parmesari 
cheese. 

Place in a moderate oven (325F/150C/Gas 
Mark 3) and cook for about 1 hour until 
golden brown. Decorate with chopped 
parsley. 



DRIVER / HANDY PERSON / GENERAL ASSISTANT 
Good salary according to ability 
Use of car 



Required to assist a Christian business man and 
Charity Chairman with an extremely varied 
range of duties 

Based in Pangbourne, Berkshire 

Average of 20-25 hours per week this will include 
a small number of early mornings, evenings 
and weekends. 

An energetic, reliable, well organised person with 
an excellent work ethic is sought. 

Please call 07831 675315 



All Saints’ Parish Church, 

Sutton Courtenay, 

near Abingdon, Oxfordshire, seeks an 

ORGANIST AND 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 



We offer the opportunity to an enthusiastic *T 
organist to continue development of the 
musical life of our welcoming and sociable 
church where music is important in our worship. 
The SATB choir has both senior and junior 
members and we wish to promote closer 
musical links with the village church school 
through the junior choir. 

We have a two-manual organ with 
quasi-baroque tracker system, and our regular 
services currently are 1st Sunday: Family 
Service; 2nd Sunday: Eucharist & Choral 
Evensong; 3rd Sunday: Morning Worship and 
4th Sunday: Parish Eucharist. RSCM 
rates and fees apply. 

Informal discussions and/or visits 
welcome; for more information or to apply 

for the post please contact: i 1 

The Reverend Helen Kendrick 
The Vicarage, 3 Tullis Close, Sutton 
Courtenay, Abingdon, Oxon, 0X14 4BD 
Tel: 01235 848297 

E-mail: helen@kendricks.fsnet.co.uk 
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in partnership with GOD TV 





and celebrate the 60th Anniversary 
of Israel’s rebirth as a nation 



“You will he filled with joy, as when a flutist leads a group of pilgrims to Jerusalem, the mountain of the LORD - to the Rock of Israel, 
And the LORD will make his majestic voice heard. He will display the strength of His mighty arm. ” (lsaiah30:29-30) 




EXTRA - EXTRA - TheCall, Jerusalem 11th of May 

with Lou Engle - part of the Israel tour! 



Discover the Land of the Bible along with new friends, as your 
luxury tour bus takes you to fascinating places you’ve read 
about in the Scriptures and always wanted to see. Walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus as the Bible comes alive before your eyes. 
Nothing could be more exhilarating! Then join up with other 
viewers from across the world for a historic celebration of 
Israel’s 60th Anniversary and an important combined prayer 
event. 

This is such a special time to visit Israel, as we recognise her 
rebirth as a modern nation, reminding us of God’s faithfulness 
to His promises. Come and be a part of history and allow the 
Lord to touch your life in an extraordinary way. With four amaz- 
ing tour options to choose from, this is an opportunity not to be 
missed. Book now for the best prices and options to secure 
your place on this historic tour. 

Cross Rhythms are partnering with GOD TV on this tour and 
we'd like to invite you to join with us for this very special trip as 
part of a Cross Rhythms Group! As well as the trip of a lifetime 
you will also get to take part in two very significant events: 

1) Global Day of Prayer and TheCall Jerusalem on May 11th 
2008 

2) Israel 60th Anniversary Celebration at the Sultan’s Pool, 
Jerusalem 

Depending on your age and what you'd like to do in Israel 



there are 4 options you can choose from: 

1) First Timers - visit historic and Biblical sites including 
Jerusalem, Galilee and the Dead Sea 

2) Second Timers - visit some traditional sites plus new sites 

3) Jordan Option - includes Mt Nebo, Petra and Eilat. 

Other places to visit include: 

• The Pool of Bethesda. 

• The Upper Room. 

• The Garden of Gethsemane. 

• The Lions Gate, and Via Dolorosa. 

• The Garden Tomb. 

• The Davidson Centre. 

• The Cardo. 

•The Western Wall. 

• Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum. 

• Ein Kerem, the birthplace of John the Baptist. 

• The Dead Sea. 

• Masada. 

• Qumran. 

• The River Jordan. 

• Tiberias. 

• The Mount of the Beatitudes. 

4) If you are aged 15-30 why not join the Youth Adventure 
Option. See www.crossrhythms.co.uk/israeltour for details 



Global Day Of Prayer (GDoP) 



Tour members are invited to be a part of a mass prayer gather- 
ing in Jerusalem on 11 May, 2008 as thousands of believers 
come together at the Jerusalem Convention Center for the 
Global Day of Prayer / TheCall Jerusalem. GDoP is an annual 
event held on Pentecost Sunday each year, and GOD TV will 
once again be hosting the televised version LIVE, linking to 
stadiums across the continents and time zones. 




TheCall 



GOD TV has been privileged to televise TheCall live from dif- 
ferent cities across the USA. Now you can join Lou Engle and 
his team of passionate worshippers in Jerusalem for a radical 
time of prayer and fasting for the Middle East at the Jerusalem 
Convention Center. An experience not to be missed. 



<§* • sn 



K 



There is much more information 
available when you request our 
free brochure 

INTERESTED? Contact Cross Rhythms Plymouth Office 
on 01752 225623, and ask for the Israel Tour team, or 
email your enquiry to ian@cornerstonevision.com giving 
us your name and address. OR fill out the coupon on 
this page and return it to the FREEPOST address. We 
will then send you a FREE full colour brochure and book- 
ing form, (with no obligation). 

See www.crossrhythms.co.uk/israel tour 
for more information 

This trip to the Holy Land could be the time 
of your life - don't miss your opportunity to 
find out morel 



Please send me a FREE brochure 



Title: (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms, Rev, Other) 

First name: 

Surname name: 

Address: 



Postcode: 

Email: 

To request your brochure send this coupon to: 

Cross Rhythms Plymouth, FREEPOST, SWB40727, Plymouth PL3 4ZZ 

Cross Rhythms and its partners would like to keep in touch via post and email with you with news and 

other offers. Please tick this box if you do not wish to be added to our mailing list. □ dr 



m 

c 
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Holiday Insurance 



Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

we have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 

Hurrv! Buy your travel insurance 
before March to avoid price increases 



& 



For more information and 
details please call - 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 




Holidays Abroad 




15th - 29th June 2008 
tour code B0801F 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8. near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 



Brian Chambers 




ISRAEL 

Let the Bible come alive! 

Walk in the footsteps of Jesus with 
Chris & Lindy Hill (Leaders of 70+ tours) 
8, 1 I & 15 days in the Holy Land. 
Brochure,Tel: 0 1 763 272210 
E: carol_barry@onetel.com 
www.clministries.org.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
AH dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

iinvtv, wolstenhome&ca . uk 



Stay on the lovely island of Tinos in the 
Cyclades, which is a pilgrimage centre for Greek 
Christians. You will have the opportunity to relax 
at the comfortable, 4-star Tinos Beach Hotel, as 
well as enjoying a tour of Tinos, visits to the 
islands of Andros, Mykonos, Naxos, Paros and 
Syros, plenty of leisure time to savour the sea, the 
sun, the wonderful food and good company, and 
the opportunity for daily prayer and worship. 
The holiday begins in Athens with a chance to get 
to know your fellow travellers, a visit to the 
Parthenon, dinner and hotel in the Plaka, before 
sailing to Tinos the next day. The cost is £1 ,095 
per person (single supplement £150) which 
includes flights from UK to Athens, all ferries, 14 
nights half-board, all excursions and the services 
of your Camino Chaplain, the Revd. 

Dr John Morris. 

More details and booking forms from: 

CAMINO JOURNEYS LTD 

PO Box 292, Broadstairs, Kent CTIO 2WY 
0800 04 39 384 
caminomail@btintemet.com 
www.caminojoumeys.com 

Retail agent for Actionstride Ltd M2 7EP 





Retreat - Holidays in France, 
Italy, Spain, Malta, Gozo, 
Poland, Turkey & Antigua 

No single supplements! 



To advertise in 
the Directory call 

01752 

225623 



Our 

Loire Valley 

Tranquil riverside village 
house near Saunuir is available 
from April to mid October. 

Simply furnished but with mod cons; 
fishing from the garden; good food, 
swimming cyding tennis etc nearby 
£250 to £400 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible. Sleeps up to 6. 
Contact on 

Evenings: 01993 813569 or 
Anytime: 07976 438336 



UMBRIA 

Spacious Farmhouse 
^ & seperate flat. 

H Large wooded 
garden with pool. 



www.casaduchi.co.uk 



TEL 0117 986 3170 



www.retreot~holidays.co.uk 
Brochure: 01304 214789 

Retail agents for ATOL - holder No 2893 




Holidays in the UK 
see page 1 8 



Sponsored Feature 





From Athens to Istanbul 
Tues 25 March - Wed 2 April 
MV Orient Queen 



19 Mar: Arrive early for Easter 
in Athens 

25 Mar: Athens & board ship 

26 Mar: Corinth 

27 Mar: Thessaloniki & Berea 

28 Mar: Philippi & Kavalla 

29 Mar: Istanbul 

30 Mar: Pergamum 

31 Mar: Ephesus 

1 April: Patmos 

2 April: Disembark & return 



Israel & the Early Church 
Wed 2 April - Fri 11 April 
MV Cristal 



2 April: Arrive Athens & board 

ship 

3 April: Rhodes 

4 April: Perge & Aspendos 

5 April: Tarsus & Antioch 

6 April: Haifa & Galilee 

7 April: Ashdod & Jerusalem 

8 April: Paphos 

9 April: At sea 

10 April: Santorini 

11 April: Athens & Corinth 
Extradaysashore available 



Call, email or send the coupon now for further details: Crimson Holidays, Thames 
House, 63-67 Kingston Road, New Malden, Surrey, KT3 3PB. Tel: 020 8949 8020 
Email: holidays@crimsonholidays.co.uk Website: www.crimsonholidays.co.uk 



Crimson Holidays 



- A new name in Christian Holidays 



To Bob Fleming, Crimson Holidays, Thames House, 63 - 67 Kingston Road, New Malden, Surrey, 
KT3 3PB. Please send me the following brochure(s): 

FI Bible Lands cruises Q] Bible Lands tours Qwintersun holidays 

O Oberammergau 2010 (avail Spring) 

Name 

Address 



Postcode Email. 



•(DR) 



Crimson Holidays is a new 
name in Christian Holidays. 
Formed by Bob Fleming, the 
original founder of 
MasterSun and who 
recently left the company he 
founded, Crimson Holidays 
is an amalgam of some of 
the best features of 
MasterSun with some brand 
new ideas and destinations. 

The core principle remains 
the same - Christian 
holidays are places where 
people can enjoy a good 
quality holiday and meet 
with God in a real and pow- 
erful way. Bob Fleming 
commented: “Over the 

years with MasterSun we’ve 
been privileged to see many 
hundreds of people become 
Christians and many 
thousands have their lives 
impacted in a remarkable 
way by God’s Spirit through 
the holidays. Crimson 
Holidays will build on that 
tradition while transforming 
itself into a contemporary 
travel company in a rapidly 
changing travel industry”. 

The existing company, 
MasterSun pic is changing 
its name to the Crimson 



Group pic and Bob Fleming 
has returned to head this up 
following the sale of some 
parts of the old business. 
The principle trading style 
will be ‘Crimson Holidays’. 

The first new offering from 
Crimson Holidays is a 
superbly priced cruise offer 
with two different cruises 
this coming Spring. The first 
cruise sails from Athens to 
Istanbul, while the second 
visits Israel both with many 
Biblical destinations en 
route. With prices starting 



from just 399, there cannot 
be any better value cruises 
on the market, let alone 
ones complete with 
Christian speakers, and 
itineraries incorporating so 
many Biblical places. 

For details call Crimson 
Holidays on 020 8949 8020 
or by email at: holidays 

@crimsonholidays. co.uk. 
Their addresses are 
Thames House, 63-67, 
Kingston Road, New 
Malden, Surrey, KT3 3PB, 
www.crimsonholidays.co.uk 



Crimson Holidays 

Bible Lands Cruises 2008 

Exceptional cruises from £399 - around half the normal price! 



Two superb Bible Lands Cruises at very 
low prices - around half the normal price! 
These are high quality 9 and 10 day 
cruises using very comfortable cruise 
ships. The shore excursions will take you 
to places with Biblical significance while 
the onboard programme includes talks, 
Bible teaching, prayer & worship giving 
you a superb cruising experience. 












£ 
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Finely crafted in a small worlssLoip 
near Beaminster in West Dorset 

in, _ 

^ al 

Ronald Emett has been designing and making 
furniture in West Dorset since 1992. Many visitors 
to Beaminster will remember the gallery in the 
Square which he ran alongside his workshop until 
three years ago. Now he works nearby at 
Halstock Leigh. 

A love of church music and architecture has 
always led Ronald towards church furniture, which 
now features equally in his workshop schedule 
along with the domestic variety. When not at the 
bench, or singing in Beaminster Church Choir, he 
directs the Beaminster Gallery Quire and helps to 
organise the town’s annual Festival. 






furniture designer and maker 
3 Winford Rural Workshops 
Halstock Leigh, Dorset BA22 9QX 
01935 891033 • ronald@emett.co.uk 



Holidays 




RELAXING WINTER 
BREAK? 

Save CIO per night 

(2 sharing) 

4 * B&B Eastbourne 
Close theatres, 
restaurants and sea 
Valid until 30 April '08 
Tel: 01323 639639 
www.theardenhotel.co.uk 



Isle of Wfclit 

FLAT IN RYDE 

Sleeps 2, view over Solent. 
Near beach, ferries and shops. 
£170pw. Call Lynda or Mike on 

02392 262145 

Iyndams55@handbag.com 



Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 





Christian family has luxury six-berth caravan (privately owned) 
on the popular SHOREFIELD COUNTRY PARK near Lymington 
and New Forest. Excellent facilities on site including 
leisure centre and play areas. 



Prices from £175 per week inclusive 
Call 07811 343335 (24 hours) 

for brochure or bookings 




in the UK 




SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy Cottages 

3 & 4 Star ETB Graded. 
Wheechair Access M2. 
Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure 

Tel: 01 694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



A warm traditional 
welcome awaits you at 

KINGFORD 
HOUSE HOTEL 
Lynton 

★ ★★ ★ Silver Award 
er^oy excellent home cuisine. 
Situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Telephone Tricia Morgan on 

01598 752361 

for a brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 



ZfrarKjuil Somerset 




Cheddar ‘Wells * Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and long stays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749672857 

r 



St Rhadagunds 

Christian Holiday & Conference Centre 

You are invited to the Isle of Wight to find the secret treasure that is 
St. Rhadagunds. Whether you need a quiet personal or group retreat in 
an idyllic setting, a venue for a church conference or a holiday with 
friends or family in a comfortable and charming Victorian country house, 
always with great home cooked meals, St Rhadagunds Christian Holiday 
and Conference Centre could be the place you have always wanted to find. 

Iit&ofWLght 

Open all year round, besides being available for church and other similar 
group bookings, the Centre is free much of the time for people to come and 
do their own thing, enjoying the ambience, facilities, food, scenery and the 
local area. But there are also special organised holidays and short breaks 
with various activities, such as walking, creative writing, painting and general 
family holidays, all of which include daily worship and prayers for those that 
wish to take part - you can find details of these holidays on our website or in 
our brochure, available on request. You are assured of a warm welcome by 
our friendly Christian staff. 



Call us on 01983 852160 or e-mail to: 
s trhadsGbigfoot. com 

www.strhads.co.uk 





Retreats 



J * Shepherds Dene 

RETREAT HOUSE 


To advertise 


The Diocesan Retreat House for the Diocese 


in the 


of Durham and Northumberland 


Directory 


GROUP & INDIVIDUAL 


BOOKINGS WELCOME 


call 


Open events throughout the year 
For more details contact The Warden, 
Mr P Dodgson, Shepherd's Dene Centre, 


01752 


225623 


Riding Mill, Northumberland NE44 6AF 


Tel: 01434 682212 




www.shepherdsdene.co.uk 
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The Doorpost Courses, training, conferences & workshops 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please 
send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the March issue is 6 February 2008 




Courses. Special Events 



Sat 2 NEWBURY 

Christ the Healer day 
conference with Mike 
Endicott of Jacobs 
Well. £5. St Mary’s. 
Greenham. 10am-4pm 
01635 41075. 

Sun 3 COOKHAM 
Service for Candlemas, 
Holy Trinity Church. 
6.30pm. 

Sun 3 OXFORD 

Candlemas Carol 
Service 8t Mulberry 
School 60th 
Anniversary, Christ 
Church 6pm. 

Thu 7 OXFORD 
Retired Clergy 
Association: “The life 
and work of a priest”: 
The Bishop of Oxford, 
The Prior Room, Christ 
Church, 10.15am 
Sat 9 HIGH 
WYCOMBE 
Organ Recital by Rob 
Smith at All Saints 
Church 12noon. 

Sat 9 OXFORD 
Affirming Liberalism, 
Inaugural Day 
Conference at Trinity 



College, 10am-4.30pm 
with Revd Canon 
Professor Keith Ward 
and Revd Dr Mark 
Chapman. £25 inc. 
lunch. Enquiries and 
booking forms from 
revrjw@affirming-liber- 
alism.org.uk. Further 
info at www.affirming- 
liberalism.org.uk. 

Sun 10 COOKHAM 
Service for Lent with 
Allegri’s ‘Miserere’, 
Holy Trinity Church. 
6.30pm. 

Mon 11 OXFORD 

Council of Christians 
and Jews. ‘Anti- 
Judaism in the Gospel 
of St Matthew’; Dr 
John Muddiman 8pm, 
At Harris Manchester 
College. 

flies 12 THAME 

‘The Life and Times of 
John, Milton’: Rev 
Simon Baynes: to cele- 
brate the 400th 
anniversary of his 
birth. Thame 
Historical Society, 
Thame Bams Centre. 



7.30pm. Non-members 
welcome. 01844 
213673. 

Thu 14 BANBURY 

Banbury Welsh 
National Opera 
Recital. 1pm St Mary’s 
Church. Tickets 01295 
259855. 

Sun 17 F1NGEST 

The Revd Canon David 
Winter will be preach- 
ing at Lent Evensong, as 
part of a series of ser- 
mons in the Hambledon 
Valley during Lent and 
Holy Week based on his 
latest book ‘Journey to 
Jerusalem. 

Fri 22 HNGEST 
Healing Service with 
laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Sun 24 COOKHAM 
Compline by 
Candlelight, Holy Trinity 
Church. 6.30-7pm. 
MARCH Sat 1 
ASTON TIRROLD 
‘Journey to Jerusalem’: 
a Quiet Day for Lent 



10am-4pm with 
Becky Fisher. £20 
inc. lunch 01235 
850423/ 

coordinator@reflect.free 

uk.com 

Sat 1 AMERSHAM 

Bruch: Faith that 
Works - what chal- 
lenges are presented as 
people live out their 
faith in the workplace? 
COTHA speakers & 
discussion. St Michael’s 
Church 9.30-1 lam. 
Sat 1 OXFORD 
We Will Remember 
Them, Chapel of 
Remembrance, Christ 
Church Cathedral, 
11am 



BBC Radio 
Oxford 95.2 
FM 

BBC Radio 
Berkshire 
104.1 FM 
Sunday Show 
6-9am 



TUITION IN WATER- 
COLOUR PAINTING 
BY REBECCA HIND 
- Aspects of 
Landscape:lnland 
Water & Sky 
Suitable for all levels, 
tuition is by demonstra- 
tion and one to one. 
23/24 February, 10-5pm 
Saturday and 2-5 
Sunday. The Upper 
Room, Dorchester 
Abbey Guest House. 
01865 340633 
WANTED: Lent 
Guinea Pigs 
Interactive Christian 
Extension Studies 
(ICES), formerly part of 
the St Albans 8c Oxford 
Ministry Course, have 
produced a Lent 
Course. They are look- 
ing for people to use it 
this year and give their 
opinions and sugges- 
tions so that it can be 
distributed more widely 
next year. It makes use 
of interactive study text; 
a peer group, quizzes, 
suggestions for worship 
together and some great 
works of art - from 
Mantegna to Spencer 8c 



Dali). It aims to give 
an overall knowledge of 
Matthew and ability to 
study and apply a par- 
ticular passage for your- 
self. Those in leader- 
ship should find it an 
excellent teaching tool. 
Further details from 
Mike Butter worth 
01296 481154 or 
admin@ices.uk.net 
CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL: Lent 
Course 2008 
14 February to 13 
March - Hymns and 
Hymnwriters, Members 
of Chapter explore the 
devotional depth and 
doctrines of Hymns and 
their writers. Contact 
01865 276155. 

CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL: 
Cathedral Voices 
Across Half A 
Millennium 10-14 
September 2008. Join 
an exciting journey 
through half a millenni- 
um of English church 
music! this event will 
appeal to the informed 
enthusiast and amateur 
music lover alike, and 



to all who wish to learn 
more about an intrigu- 
ing national musical 
heritage. The pro- 
gramme is led by 
Stephen Darlington, 
Director of Music, and 
is presented by Oxford 
tutors and renowned 
experts. It also offers 
an opportunity to 
explore a unique musi- 
cal, religious 8c colle- 
giate institution. 
Further information 8c 
booking forms 01865 
286848 or email 
cathedralvoices@chch. 
ox.ac.uk 

Services at Reading 
Minster of St Mary 
the Virgin 

Sunday 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; Monday 
1.05pm Eucharist; 
Tuesday 9.30am 
Eucharist; Wednesday 
1.05pm Eucharist; 
Thursday 11am 
Eucharist; Friday 1.05 pm 
Eucharist. 

Ash Wednesday- L05pm 
Eucharist with 
Imposition of Ashes 



Services at 
Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 

6pm Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying at 
One (Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm 
Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 

6pm Evensong 
[Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 

Cathedral Office 01865 
276155; 

Cathedral Secretary 
sally-ann. 

ford@chch. ox.ac. uk; 
www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk 





‘ The one who calls you is faith- 
ful and he will do it.’l Thess. 
5:24 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through Jesus Christ His Son, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit 
for: 

Fri 1 Burnham and Slough 
Deanery For the area dean - 
Allen Walken assistant area dean - 
Susan Smith: synod lay chairman - 
Jo Saunders: deanery ecumenical 
representative - Alan Bignell: 
associate priest - Carlylle Deamer: 
community chaplain - Allen 
Walken faith and work develop- 
ment officer - Linda Hillier: 
licensed lay ministers - Richard 
Rooley, Michael Wilcockson: 
licensed lay worker - Norman 
Critchell: deaf chaplains - Vera 
Hunt, Roger Williams. 

Sat 2 CANDLEMAS - 
THE PRESENTATION OF 
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
The Cathedral Church of 
Christ and The Queen’s Free 
Chapel of St George within 
Her Castle at Windsor: for the 
Deans and Chapters, the staff 
and Friends, those associated 
with the educational roles of 
these churches. For the min- 
istry of hospitality to visitors 
in all churches. For those 
whose maintain churches and 
church property, including 
those with responsibility on 
the Diocesan Buildings and 
Glebe Committees. 

THE SUNDAY NEXT 



BEFORE LENT - QUIN- 
QUAGESIMA 

Sun 3 For all initiatives and 
preparations to study the faith 
during Lent. The Diocesan 
Board of Education staff, the 
aided and controlled schools 
which they advise and assist: 
director - Leslie Stephen: assis- 
tant director - Gordon Joyner: 
advisers - Roy Davey, Janet 
Bartlett, Jo Fageant, Julie Mintem, 
Andrew Coleby. The Diocesan 
Board for Stewardship, Training, 
Evangelism and Ministry staff 
and the resources they provide 
for ordained and lay •ministries: 
director - Keith Lamdin. 

Mon 4 Burnham with 
Dropmore, Hitcham and 
Taplow Team ministry: clergy 
-Gill Lovell, Alan Dibden, Tom 
Hewson, Rosie Hewson, Nick 
Plant and church wardens dur- 
ing the vacancy. Farnham 
Royal with Hedgerley: clergy - 
Graham Saunders, Stanley 
Bedwell, Gordon Briggs. 

Tlie 5 Iver: clergy - Timothy 
Eady, Brian Griffiths, Tony 
Williams, Kate Wilson: licensed 
lay minister -Jim Dashper: 
youth pastor - Darren QuinnelL 
Wed 6 Ash Wednesday 
Iver Heath: clergy - Will 
Hazlewood: licensed lay minis- 
ter - John Mitchell. 

Thu 7 NATIONAL MAR- 
RIAGE WEEK 
www.nmw.org.uk FLAME - 
Family life and Marriage 



Education: Victoria Slater; 
Domestic abuse group - 
Jennifer Beresford. 

Fri 8 Langley Marish team 
ministry: clergy - Robin 

Grayson, Bruce Russell, 
Christopher Hanson. 
Riverside: clergy - Peter Wyard, 
Lucy Holt, Simon Douglas 
Lane: licensed lay ministers - 
Alison Hassall, Beryl Walters: 
parish evangelist - Mike Miller: 
Sat 9 Slough St Paul: clergy - 
Mike Cotterell, Janet Binns: 
parish evangelists - Gilbert 
David, Uzma David. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sun 1 0 Churches Together in 
England and all in leadership in 
Local Ecumenical Partnerships. 
Diocesan Ecumenical Officers 
- Tessa Kuin Lawton, Moira 
Astin, Tony Dickinson, Chris 
Collinge: County Ecumenical 
Officers - Bede Gerrard, 
Honor Alleyne, David Scott, 
Mary Cotes. 

Mon 1 1 Stoke Poges: clergy - 
Harry Latham, Mark Griffiths. 
Upton-cum Chalvey Team 
Ministry: clergy - Andrew 
Allen, Derek West. 

Tlie 12 West Slough Team 
Ministry: clergy - John 

Chorlton, Sarah Pix, Susan 
Smith, Jan Cotman: licensed 
lay minister - Bob Saunders: 
churchwardens during the 
vacancies. Wexham: clergy - 
Ros Donovan. 



Wed 1 3 D eddington 
Deanery. For area dean - Ben 
Phillips: assistant area dean - 
Pat Freeth: synod lay chair- 
man - Lindsay Mills: deanery 
ecumenical representative - 
Stephen Fletcher. 

Thu 14 Adderbury: clergy - 
Stephen Fletcher; Sue Newby: 
licensed lay minister - Paul 
Godwin. Banbury Group 
Ministry - St Francis: clergy - 
David Jackson: church army - 
Chris Gaynor. St Hugh: 
licensed lay minister - Mary 
Jackson. St Leonard: clergy - 
Mark Charmley. St Mary: cler- 
gy - Janet Chapman, Jeff West, 
Neil Eldridge: licensed lay min- 
ister - Roger Verrall. St Paul: 
clergy - Edward Coombs, 
David Ian Huss: licensed lay 
minister - Dennis Smith: lay 
worker - Jeanette Law. 

Fri 15 Bloxham with 

Milcombe and South 

Newington: clergy - Sarah 
Tillett, Derek Witchell. 
Bodicote: clergy' - Ben Phillips, 
Brian Gardner: licensed lay 
minister - George Walker. 

Sat 16 Deddington with 
Barford, Clifton and 

Hempton: clergy - Hugh 
White, John Dane: youth 
worker - Clare Newcome. 
Ironstone: clergy - Jeffrey 
Chard, Pamela Smith: licensed 
lay minister - John Straw. 
THE SECOND SUNDAY 
OF LENT 



Sun 1 7 Aware of the diversi- 
ty of parish profiles within the 
diocese we pray that each of us 
may find appropriate ways to 
keep the fast of Lent. 

Mon 18 Shire’s Edge: clergy - 
Pat Freeth, Barry Freeth, Lynda 
Alcock. Wykeham: clergy - 
Timothy Wimbush, John 
Tattersall. 

Hie 19 Newbury Deanery. 
For the area dean - Tom 
Moffat: synod lay chairman - 
Justin Brett. 

Wed 20 Beedon and 
Peasemore with West Ilsley and 
Famborough, and, 

Brightwalton with Catmore, 
Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth 
and Fawley: clergy - John 
Townend, Denise Brown. 

Thu 21 Chieveley with 
Winterbourne and Oare: John 
Toogood. Eastbury with East 
Garston: clergy - Tony 

Cumberlidge. 

Fri 22 Greenham: clergy - 
John Clarke, Brian Jones. 
Hermitage Team Ministry: 
clergy - Stephen Hartley, Tony 
Lynn, Martin Cawte: licensed 
lay ministers - Richards Betts, 
John Davies. 

Sat 23 Hungerford w'ith 
Denford: clergy - Andrew 
Sawyer. Kintbury with 
Avington, and. West Woodhay 
with Enborne, Hamstead 
Marshall, Inkpen and Combe: 
clergy - Julie Ramsbottom, Ian 
Blyth, Jonathan Meyei; Cathy 



Pynn, Charles Pakenham: 
licensed lay minister - Matthew 
Cookson. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sun 24 For the companion 
relationships with the Diocese 
of Kimberley and Kuruman 
and the Diocese of Vaxjo: link 
coordinators - Nick Molony 
and Tony Dickinson. For the 
Council for Partnership in 
World Mission: chairman - 
Martin Peirce: initiatives to 
develop international links. 

Mon 25 Lamboum: clergy - 
Tony Cumberlidge. Newbury 
Team Ministry: clergy - David 
Stone, Edward Hobbs, Helen 
Wilkinson, Bernard Dagnall, 
Paul Cowan: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Jane Sutton, Elizabeth 
Pook, Terry Winrow: youth 
worker - Simon Comer. 

Tlie 26 Shaw cum Donnington: 
clergy - Brian Taylor, Buff 
Forbes Stone. Thatcham: clergy - 
Tom Moffat, Pete Jarvis, Marion 
Fontaine, David Scun; Becky 
Bevan. 

Wed 27 Wei ford with 
Wickham and Great Shefford, 
Boxford and Stockcross: clergy 
- Nigel Sands. 

Thu 28 Diocesan Finance and 
ICT Department: for P.C.C. 

Treasurers and Stewardship 
Recorders. 

Fri 29 Diocesan Trustees and 
Registry: chancellor - Rupert 
Bursell; registrar - John Rees. 






Community over celebrity 



WHEN Longworth PCC were debating how to 
open their new Church Room, adjoining the 
church and providing meeting rooms, toilet and 
kitchen, they rejected all thoughts of finding a 
'celebrity' to perform the ceremony. Instead, 
wanting to emphasise the fact that the Church 
Room was for the entire community, they decid- 
ed that the whole community should play a part 
in opening it. So, after the Carol Service not one, 
but ten ribbons were across the door into the 
Church Room, and representatives from sections 
pf Longworth's village community - school, his- 
tory society, charity, cut a ribbon each. But it did 
not stop there. A huge ribbon was then unrolled 
the length of the church and everyone in the 
church invited to take a pair of scissors and join 
in the ribbon cutting ceremony. The room was 
blessed, a prayer was said, over 70 people wield- 
ed their scissors, and the room declared open! 



Spirit of the Act 
at Ranelagh 

Ben Okafor inspires students with 
anti -slavery campaign 



Bv Alison Webster 



‘BEN Okafor inspired me to think 
about slavery in the world 
today. I want to use my art to 
get a message across to oth- 
ers,’ said a year eleven student 
at Ranelagh Church of 
England Secondary School in 
Bracknell, the most recent 
venue to host the diocesan 
‘Spirit of the Act’ (SOTA) proj- 
ect. A member of year ten said: 
‘I gained so much last week. 
Ben gave me confidence to 
write about my feelings’. 

Ben Okafor, singer, song-writer, 
poet and story-teller, is working 
as an artist in residence with 
SOTA, a joint project of the 
Diocesan Committee for Racial 
Justice and the Board for Social 
Responsibility. Taking the bicen- 
tenary of the abolition of the 
transatlantic slave trade as its 
starting point, and using the cre- 
ative arts as a medium for activ- 



ity and discussion, the project is 
working with schools, colleges, 
churches and community groups 
to explore the nature of slavery 
today. What is the legacy of the 
transatlantic slave trade, and 
how can this be transformed? 
What are the forces that enslave 
us still, and how can we work 
to overcome them? At 
Ranelagh the students explored 
issues of war, racism and other 
forms of discrimination and 
injustice, but they also reflected 
on their own personal identi- 
ties, and shared stories of many 
people, both famous and ordi- 
nary, who have been inspired to 
change the world. 

Kathy Winrow, Headteacher, 
said, ‘It was a joy and inspira- 
tion to welcome Ben Okafor for 
three days at the start of 
December. We were delighted to 
have him in school - working 
with students from Year seven 
through to the Sixth Form in dif- 
ferent subject areas. The young- 




Students took part in an evening concert with Ben Okafor(centre) at 
Ranelagh School, Bracknell as part of the Spirit of the Act project. 



sters were amazed by his own 
story - as a child soldier in 
Biafra and as a refugee in the 
midst of the Nigeria/Biafra war. 
They were inspired by his com- 
mitment, his creative energy, his 
interest in them as individuals 
and his affirmation of the values 
of Ranelagh. It was great to see 
students getting involved and 
being given the opportunity to 
perform alongside him at the 
evening concert. A fantastic 
three days.’ 



The SOTA project continues 
throughout 2008 in High 
Wycombe (January 15 to 18); 
Abingdon College (April 1 to 3); 
Christ the Cornerstone Milton 
Keynes (April 4 and 5), and other 
venues yet to be confirmed. 

Further details are available 
from alison.webster@oxford. 
anglican.org. 

Alison Webster is the Social 
Responsibility Adviser for the 
diocese of Oxford. 




RADST^CK 

churches connected for global mission 

Is your parish seeking a fresh vision for mission? 
Then Paul Williams could be the 
person for your team. 

He has 8 years experience in ordained parish 
ministry, alongside his work with 
Radstock Ministries, an emerging global network 
of missionary churches. Want to know more? 



Contact him on: 01279 427357 
paul-w@xalt.co.uk or visit him at: 
www.criesofaseagull.com 




Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and doors 
and also internal window cleaning 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
Fax: 01 18 957 5865 
www. leadcraftstainedglass.co .uk 




If you wish to be perfect, sell your posses- 
sions, and give the money to the poor and 
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.’ Matthew 19:20-22 

A young man had approached Jesus with a 
deceptively simple question: ‘What good deed 
must I do to have eternal life?’ The answer he 
got was a standard one for a Jew of the time: 
‘Keep the commandments’. The young man 
was able to reply, apparently truthfully, that 
he had kept them all, some ancient manu- 
scripts even adding the words ‘from my 
youth’. He was, in other words, a devout and 

v We don't have to be wealthy to 
be obsessed with possessions. 
Sometimes, acquiring and keeping 
the little we have can also 
dominate our thinking' 



observant Jew. 

Jesus didn’t challenge his claim. Instead, he 
raised the stakes, with the words at the top of 
this column. It’s interesting that in various 
other conversations Jesus had with people 
about discipleship this is the only occasion 
when he stipulated that giving all one’s pos- 
sessions away was a necessary condition for 
following him. Even the swindling tax-collec- 



tor Zacchaeus was only required to surrender 
half of his ill-gotten gains. In the case of the 
wealthy Nicodemus money wasn’t mentioned 
at all. This suggests that possessions were 
particularly important, even essential, ele- 
ments in this young man’s life. Jesus knew 
that unless he let go of them he would for 
ever be an encumbered disciple. 

We don’t have to be wealthy to be obsessed 
with possessions. Sometimes, acquiring and 
keeping the little we have can also dominate 
our thinking. 

What is certain is that those who focus on 
money or possessions will always be at best 
second-class disciples, because to follow an 
unencumbered leader we too need to be 
unencumbered. That may not (probably will 
not) require the gesture asked of this would- 
be disciple, but it will demand a willingness 
to be stripped of those ‘weights’ that slow 
down runners in an athletics race (see 
Hebrews 12:1). 

Lent is probably a good time to re-examine 
our priorities to see if we, like the ‘rich young 
ruler’ (as he is known) are handicapping our- 
selves in the marathon run to eternal life. Our 
heavenly Father knows that we need ‘things’; 
the problem is to separate the needs from the 
‘wants’ (Matthew 6:32,33). 

This is an edited extract from David Winter s 
2008 Lent book , Journey to Jerusalem (BRF 
£7.99). 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including ‘Old Words New Life* (BRF); which offers reflections on forty key 
Old Testament words and ‘Making Sense of the Bible’ (Lion); a simple, no-nonsense guide to using the Bible. 
He lives in Cookham, Berks with his wife, Ros. 




GOOD 

NEWS 

CRUSADE 



GOOD NEWS CRUSADE 

FAMILY CAMP 



An event for everyone - of all ages! 

Taunton Racecourse Somerset 
2nd-9th August 2008 

Contact Anne on 01726 70244 

Discounts available if booking 
before 1 si July 
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'What is the ~L 
Book of Common Prayer 
but privileged access, 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 
of God?' 

FAY WELDON 

Join the 

PRAYER BOOK 
SOCIETY 

www.prayeibook.org.uk Tel: 01189 842582 
Reg- charity no. 1099295 Company ^ 
I Limited by Guarantee No. 4786973^" 








